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Welcome
At The Cultural Experience, our dedicated team of experts have been working hard to create a programme
of exciting tours for 2020, which we are sure will pique your interest. As well as bringing back some old
favourites such as Wellington in India and the Battle of the Bulge, we are delighted to announce a whole host
of new tours such as The Cold War, The Silk Roads in China and The Battle of Britain. We hope you enjoy
reading our brochure, and travelling through history as you do.
Further information regarding our tours can be seen at our award winning website
www.theculturalexperience.com or you can call us on 0345 475 1815.
We look forward to speaking to you soon.

What to Expect
Why Us?

Guides

Guests

The Cultural Experience has been
providing expert led historical and
cultural tours for over 10 years,
with our programme expanding
every year. We have received the
gold trusted service award from
independent review site, Feefo, two
years in a row and 95.5% of our
customers say they would travel with
us again. We cover early period tours
including Pompeii and the Silk Roads,
right through to Burma & Vietnam and
everything in between. So whether
it’s battlefields, archaeology or
culture you prefer, we have a cultural
experience for you.

Your Guides are all experts in their
own field – chosen on the basis of
their ability to bring history to life in
an interesting, enthusiastic and, where
appropriate, humorous way. They
will act as your host throughout the
holiday and be available to answer
your questions whilst conducting tours
during the day or when socialising in
the evenings. Your tour manager will
also take care of all administrative
matters.

Your fellow Guests will typically be
a refreshing and diverse group of
individuals and couples from a wide
range of backgrounds and professions.
No special prior knowledge is
assumed or required – just a general
interest in the subject. Whilst
respecting individual privacy, we work
hard to make everyone feel welcome
– and normally find the group quickly
comes together in a very informal and
inclusive way. For this reason, we
typically restrict the size of our groups
to between 6 - 22 people.

Accommodation

Transportation

Food

Considerable effort is taken in
selecting hotels, which are always
very comfortable and well located.
Circumstances and location will
dictate their standard, which is
typically 4 star, occasionally 3 star
and sometimes 5 star. Wherever
possible, hotels will reflect the region
and have an historic connection
to the heritage and events we are
covering. Single travellers will be
accommodated in a double room for
sole occupancy. For upgrades, please
enquire when booking.

We use modern, comfortable and
spacious air-conditioned coaches. We
make regular stops during the day to
view the ground, walk to our various
stands, grab a coffee/beer and of
course for lunch. All rail journeys are
either Standard Premier (Eurostar) or
First Class (TGV). Unless otherwise
stated all flights are from London
Heathrow.

Most of our tours are on a half-board
basis i.e. the tour price includes a
good breakfast and a three-course
meal (usually based on regional
specialities) with a couple of drinks
included. We endeavour to dine
a la carte but dependent on the
restaurants ability this may be a fixed
menu. At lunchtimes we will stop to
allow you a light lunch and drink.

Financial Security

Prices

More information

The Cultural Experience is a member
of The Association of Bonded Travel
Organisers Trust Limited (ABTOT) and
we hold a Civil Aviation Authority
Air Travel Organisers Licence (ATOL
No. 10153) – so you will never be
stranded either financially or travelwise. See our website for more
information.

The prices in this brochure are based
on two people sharing a room and
includes travel from the UK. A single
supplement will be applied for solo
travellers and prices are reduced if
you exclude our travel arrangements
from the UK. Please see our website
for all up to date pricing information
and details of financial protection.

Visit our award winning website
www.theculturalexperience.com to
find current details for all tours. See
full itineraries, tour photos and videos,
customer reviews, guide biographies,
and recommended reading lists. In
addition, you can subscribe to our
popular newsletter for interesting
stories and new tour announcements.

All information correct at time of print (18th July 2019) and are subject to change after this date
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Early Periods
Explore the foundations of history with our range
of archaeological and cultural tours. We offer
luxury tours that start at the beginning of recorded
human history and take you on an ancient journey
through to 1000AD. Travel to lost worlds in the
company of our expert guides, from the Silk Roads
to Pompeii and Akrotiri to Thrace.

The Archaeology of the Bay of Naples:
Pompeii, Herculaneum and More!

October and March
Price £2,145

HIGHLIGHTS
This comprehensive archaeological
tour of the Bay of Naples and the
events of AD79 not only includes the
impressive remains of Pompeii and
Herculaneum but also those lesser
known, but nonetheless important
sites such as the lavish seaside villa
at Oplontis, possibly once owned
by Poppeia, wife of Emperor Nero;
Stabiae, where the frescoes are
amongst the most beautiful found
anywhere in the world; Cumae,
the first Greek colony on the Italian
mainland; Baiae, a fashionable
Roman seaside resort, and Pozzuoli,
the main port of the early Roman
Empire.
HISTORY
When Vesuvius erupted, pyroclastic
debris engulfed the entire Bay of
Naples and beyond, killing thousands
of people. Pompeii was not the only
city to be destroyed - the inhabitants
of all the neighbouring Roman resort
cities, including Herculaneum and
Stabiae, were completely obliterated.
The devastation wrought, and
preservation of everything the ash
covered, has fascinated visitors since
the first archaeological investigations
at Pompeii in 1748. Modern day
archaeologists have to sift through
not only layers of dust to interpret
this large city but also the theories of
those that went before them.

Day 1 Fly London to Naples. Check
in to our hotel in Castellammare di
Stabia for six nights.
Day 2 Explore the ancient ruins of
Paestum and visit the museum, which
houses the ‘Tomb of the Diver’.
Day 3 Spend a whole day at
Pompeii
Day 4 Stabiae: Villa San Marco,

Villa Arianna and Villa Oplontis
Day 5 Visit the ancient city of
Herculaneum and summit Mt Vesuvius
Day 6 Pozzuoli amphitheatre,
Castello Aragonese, Baiae baths and
Cumae
Day 7 National Archaeology
Museum, Naples. Fly Naples - London

DEPARTURES

22 - 28 October 2019
26 October - 1 November 2020

with Amanda Pavlick
Amanda Pavlick is a classics
lecturer at Ohio State University
and spent 7 years with the Pompeii
Archaeological Research Project,
developing knowledge of Pompeii’s
history, excavation and conservation.

30 March - 5 April 2020

with Dr Andy Fear
Lecturer and historian Dr Andy Fear,
D Phil, MA, has produced numerous
publications covering the Roman
Empire and ancient and medieval
warfare.

For full details on this tour, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Roman Empire’s
Western Extremity:
The Romans in Portugal
& Extremadura
6 - 13 April 2020

HIGHLIGHTS
• Travel through the Portuguese regions of Estremadure, Beiras and Alentejo,
and Spanish Extremadura
• Visit the sites of Conimbriga and Emerita Augusta, and cities of Coimbra,
Caceres and Evora

£2,495

• Learn how Romans settled this western extremity at remote villas,
infrastructure sites and extant factories
• Stay at great historic hotels and sample the delicious regional cuisine

HISTORY
The conquest of Lusitania began in
the 180s BC after raids by the Lusitani
tribe into Rome’s province of Further
Spain. The area was eventually tamed
by Caesar in the 60s BC and made
a separate province in 25 BC. It was
given a new capital at Merida, whose
Roman name means “The Emperor’s
City for Veterans.” The province was
a peaceful one, but never quite forgot
its military roots.

Day 1 Fly London - Lisbon, visit
Roman Conimbriga

Aguila, Badajoz Archaeological
Museum

Day 2 Coimbra, the bridge at
Alcantara and Caceres

Day 6 Evora, Villa Sao Cucufate,
Alcacer do Sal

Day 3 Caceres Roman Camp and
Museum, Emerita Augusta

Day 7 Santiago do Cacem,
Mirobriga, Troia Peninsula

Day 4 Medellin Theatre, Quintana
de la Serana quarry

Day 8 Fly Lisbon - London

Day 5 Proserpina Dam, Torre

with Dr Andy Fear
Dr Andy Fear, D Phil, BA, has lectured in Classics at
the Universities of Keele and Manchester. His academic
interests and numerous publications cover the provinces of
the Western Roman Empire (especially Britain and Spain),
ancient and medieval warfare, and the Iberian Peninsula.

Crete & Santorini:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Lost World of The Minoans

• Visit the impressive remains of ancient Akrotiri and Thira on Santorini

17 - 24 May 2020

£2,475

• Explore the beautiful island of Crete, home to the Minoans, the world’s first
advanced civilisation
• See the Minoan palace of Knossos, Gournia, the Mochlos cemetery and
Spinalonga former leper colony
• Explore the cultural evidence left behind by the Minoans, Mycenaeans,
Romans, Byzantines, Venetians and Ottomans
Day 1 Fly London to Santorini
Day 2 Bronze Age Akrotiri and the
Prehistoric Museum of Fira
Day 3 Explore Ancient Thera,
catamaran transfer to Heraklion

HISTORY
The lost world of the Minoans has
intrigued people for thousands of
years. Europe’s first great civilisation,
an advanced society of artisans and
skilled civic engineers with a maritime
empire so vast it rivalled that of the
ancient Egyptians, was inexplicably
wiped from the pages of history at the
height of its power. Archaeologists
have been trying to find the answers
for centuries. Was it the eruption of
Santorini Volcano or something else?
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Day 4 Minoan Palace of Knossos,
Heraklion Archaeological Museum

Day 6 Minoan Malia, Macedonian
Lato & Venetian Spinalonga
Day 7 Ancient town of Gournia,
Mochlos island cemetery
Day 8 Minoan Villa Vathypetro, fly
Heraklion - London.

Day 5 Minoan Gortyn, Phaistos
& Agia Triada

with Dr Rita Roussos
Professor of Art History and Classical Archaeology, Dr Rita
Roussos, PHD, has participated in several archaeological
excavations in Greece and conducted archaeometric
investigations at Isthmia, Loussous and Mantinea. She has
published extensively on the role of women in antiquity.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Gold of
Thrace & Rome:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Archaeology of Western
and Central Bulgaria
£2,295

12 - 20 August 2019

• Visit one of the most archaeologically rich and underrated countries
in Europe
• See the world-famous Chalcolithic gold, an 8000-year-old Neolithic
settlement, royal Thracian tombs and romantic ruins
• Visit Nicopolis ad Istrum, stand amidst working archaeologists and become
privy to the latest finds
• Admire treasures from working monasteries, walk medieval cobblestone
streets and traverse the breathtaking Balkan Mountains
Day 1 Fly London - Sofia
Day 2 Explore Plovdiv, known as
Roman Trimontium
Day 3 Kazanluk burial chambers
and Roman Hisayra

HISTORY
Early Thracian architecture was
heavily influenced by the Greeks,
followed by the martial expansion of
the Roman Empire. After an invasion
in medieval times, Bulgaria struggled
under Ottoman rule until the late 19th
century. For the next hundred years
turbulence ensued: independence,
monarchy, major regional and world
wars, republicanism and communism.
It wasn’t until 1991 that democracy
was established, and the country
became open to western influence.

In the Footsteps of
Alexander the Great:

Archaeology, Battles & Sieges
in Turkey
6 - 15 September 2019

£2,795

Day 4 Nova Zagora, Karanova
and Stara Zagora

After subduing the rebellious Greeks,
Alexander embarked upon a legendary campaign against the Persians
that took him to the edges of India
in search of the end of the world.
The campaign of 334-333BC saw
some of Alexander’s most spectacular
and memorable moments, from the
ingenious crossing of the Hellespont
to the defining and disputed battle of
Granicus, from the mythical cities of
Troy and Halicarnassus to the defiant
cities of Aspendus and Termessus.

Day 6 Nicopolis ad Istrum and
Novae
Day 7 Sofia and the Serdica ruins
Day 8 Boyana and Rila monastery
Day 9 Fly Sofia - London

with Professor Andrew Poulter
University of Birmingham Research Professor Andrew Poulter specialises in the Roman archaeology of Europe. His
primary interests are in the Balkans, where he has carried
out three excavations - the city of Nicopolis ad Istrum, the
fort of Dobri Dyal and the Roman fortress of Dichin.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Follow Alexander from Granicus, along the Ionian Coast, to the liberation of
the Lycian Valley
• See two of the seven wonders of the ancient world
• Visit Ephesus, Halicarnassus, Pergamon, Termessus and Troy
• Experience the reality of the myths that surround one of history’s greatest
military commanders
Day 1 Fly London - Istanbul

Miletus and Didyma

Day 2 Istanbul Archaeology
Museum, Hagia Sophia & Byzantine
walls

Day 7 Halicarnassus, Telmessos,
Xanthos, Letton and Patara

Day 3 Granicus battlefield, Troy
& Crossing the Hellespont

HISTORY

Day 5 Shipka Pass, Etar
& Arbanassi

Day 4 Assos and Pergamon
Day 5 Spend the day at Ephesus

Day 8 Limyra and Phaselis
Day 9 Aspendos, Sillyion and
Termessos
Day 10 Fly Antalya - London via
Istanbul

Day 6 The Ionian Trinity: Priene,

with Dr Andy Fear
Archaeologist, lecturer and historian Dr Andy Fear, D Phil,
BA, has taught Classics at the Universities of Keele and
Manchester. His academic interests and publications cover
the Roman Empire, ancient and medieval Warfare and the
Iberian Peninsula.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Golden Journey to Samarkand:

October 2019 and 2020

The Silk Roads of Uzbekistan

Price £3,495

HIGHLIGHTS
Uzbekistan, intriguing and historically
rich, is a cradle of culture from where
a mesmerising collection of sapphire
and gold buildings, monuments
and magnificent cities have arisen,
reflecting the diverse cultures that
have passed along the ‘Silk Road’.
Visit some of the oldest settlements in
the world, transporting you back to
a time when these places were the
centre of world trade. The country
boasts a geography of unforgiving
deserts, sumptuous oases and fertile
valleys watered by the ancient River
Oxus. From its fast modernising
capital Tashkent, to the oasis of
the ancient Islamic world in Khiva,
Uzbekistan offers a truly pioneering
experience.

HISTORY
The ‘Silk Road’ was a series of trade
routes that stretched from China to
the Mediterranean. These routes were
crucial to the trade of goods, but
arguably its most important export
was culture. Religion, language,
philosophy and technology all
travelled with the merchants and were
introduces to societies all over the
civilised world. Uzbekistan played
an important role on the route and
flourished. After a turbulent history
where it was conquered by Alexander
the Great, Genghis Khan, Imperial
Russia and a period of Soviet regime,
it has been left with a rich and diverse
history.

Day 1 Fly overnight from London to
Tashkent
Day 2 Arrive in Tashkent early
morning. Visit the National Museum
of History
Day 3 Visit the oasis city of
Shohruhiya and explore Tashkent’s
Old City
Day 4 Fly to Urgench. Explore the
desert city of Khiva
Day 5 Visit the desert castles of Ayaz
Kala and Toprak Kala
Day 6 Transfer to Bukhara via the
River Oxus

Day 7 Discover the ‘Noble City’ of
Bukhara and enjoy a traditional folk
show
Day 8 Visit the Palace of the Moonlike Stars and the prehistoric Sarmysh
Gorge
Day 9 A whole day exploring the
awe-inspiring sites of Samarkand
Day 10 The Afrosiab Museum, Bibi
Khoym mosque and the Gur Emir
mausoleum complex
Day 11 Travel to Shakhrisabz via the
Takhta Karcha Pass. After a day of
exploration, return to Tashkent
Day 12 Discover the colourful
Chorsu Bazaar. Fly Tashkent - London

DEPARTURES

27 September 8 October 2019		
2 - 13 October 2020
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with Katie Campbell
Archaeologist Katie Campbell has worked throughout
Central Asia and the Middle East and is completing a
doctorate on the impact of the Mongol Conquests.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Silk Roads in China:

14 - 27 September 2020

Journey to the West

Price £5,750

HIGHLIGHTS
This 14-day tour of China follows the
ancient Silk Road trade routes from
the metropolis of Beijing, beyond the
Great Wall to the ancient streets of
Kashgar. See archaeological wonders
from the famous Terracotta Warriors
to the fascinating ruins of Jiaohe
and the colourful Mogao Caves.
You will discover how the Silk Roads
influenced the development and
culture of the Chinese frontier cities of
Turpan and Dunhuang and see how
these traits are still present today at
the kaleidoscopic Kashgar Bazaar.
Along the way we will stay in Imperial
Beijing and the cultural paradise of
Xi’an and stand on the westernmost
edge of the Great Wall, diving into
all of the culinary and architectural
delights this vast and varied country
has to offer.
HISTORY
The Silk Roads were a series of
ancient trade routes that stretched
from the frontiers of Imperial China
to the shores of the Mediterranean.
Linking the Far East, the Middle East
and Europe, the Silk Roads involved
over 40 countries that exported
silks, spices, livestock, goods and,
most importantly, culture. Operating
from the 2nd Century BC until it was
closed off in the mid-15th Century,
the influence of this defining era can
still be seen and felt in China today;
from the decline of Buddhism and
the rise of Islam in the north, to the
amalgamation of art and architectural
styles from across the world visible on
its thriving city streets.

Day 1 Fly overnight London - Beijing

Turpan museum

Day 2 Arrive in Beijing. Visit the
masterful Temple of Heaven and
Beijing’s ancient Hutongs

Day 9 Investigate the Jiaohe Ruined
City, the ingenious Karaz Well System
and the Bezeklik Thousand Buddah
Caves

Day 3 Walk along the Great Wall,
visit Tiananmen Square and explore
the Forbidden City
Day 4 Fast train to Xi’an. Visit the
Shaanxi Museum and walk through
the Muslim Quarter
Day 5 Visit the Terracotta Army, the
Great Wild Goose Pagoda and the
ancient city walls
Day 6 Fly to Kashgar. Discover the
delights of Kashgar Old Town
Day 7 Explore the Sunday Kashgar
Bazaar, the Tomb of the Fragrant
Concubine and the Idkah Mosque
Day 8 Travel to Turpan and visit
the intriguing dried mummies at the

Day 10 See the Emin Minaret. Fast
train to Dunguang. Experience the
miraculous Crescent Lake and MingSha Dunes
Day 11 Discover the unmissable
Mogao Caves and the Dunhuang
museum and night market
Day 12 Travel to Jiayuguan to see
the draconic Overhanging Great Wall
and Black Mountain
Day 13 Visit the Jiayuguan Pass
and the fortress that protected the last
frontiers of the Chinese empire. Fly to
Beijing
Day 14 Fly Beijing - London

with Dr James Greenbaum
A Visiting Fellow in the School of Culture, History &
Language at the Australian National University, acclaimed
historian Dr James Greenbaum has also taught and
mentored post-graduate students at Renmin University in
Beijing, where he lived for 13 years. He has published
multiple books on the culture and history of China.
For full details on this tour, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Hadrian and The Roman Army in the North:

5 - 10 July 2020

Visiting dramatic Roman Sites along Hadrian’s Wall

Price £1,975

HIGHLIGHTS
Hadrian’s Wall is the most important
site in Roman Britain, with forts,
civilian settlements and fortifications.
It is the largest surviving monument
to the Roman army, stretching for 80
Roman miles. In a series of visits and
walks amongst Northern England’s
dramatic scenery, we examine the
role and organisation of the largest
professional army until the modern
era, placing it in context as we
visit the altars and tombstones of its
inhabitants and explore the remains
of fortifications, houses and barrack
blocks.

HISTORY
Whilst this is the story of the frontier
of an empire, it is also the story
of both the flourish and decline of
Rome’s British province and the
experience of those living on either
side of the barrier. Occupied for
two and half centuries, the Wall was
heavily garrisoned, yet much about
it is a mystery. The changing design
and function of Hadrian’s Wall must
be deduced from excavation and
many puzzles remain for us to discuss
as we travel along it.

Day 1 Assemble in Carlisle and
explore the western end of the wall
at the Senhouse Roman museum,
Bowness-on-Solway and Burgh by
Sands

Day 4 Visit a selection of towns
and forts along the wall, including
Carrawburgh Mithraeum, Limestone
Corner, Chesters, Corbridge and
Hexam

Day 2 Discover the outposts forts at
Burnswark, Birrrens, Bewcastle and
Birdoswald

Day 5 Consider life beyond the wall
at Bremenium fort, Chew Green,
Holystone and Risingham

Day 3 Explore the iconic Vindolanda
and enjoy a beautiful walk from
Housesteads to Steel Rigg

Day 6 Visit the reconstructions at
South Shields and Wallsend and
the Hadrian’s Wall exhibition in
Newcastle. Disperse at Newcastle
Central station

with Dr Andy Fear
Dr Andy Fear, D Phil, BA, has taught Classics at the
Universities of Keele and Manchester. His academic
interests and publications cover ancient and medieval
warfare, the Western Roman Empire in Britain and Spain,
and the Iberian Peninsula.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

Enigmatic Georgia:

31 March - 13 April 2020

Caucasus Culture and Archaeology

Price £3,495

HIGHLIGHTS
Georgia is one of the great
undiscovered tourist destinations of
this century. See the unbelievable
monasteries and churches that
characterise the landscape, history
and society of this mountainous
country; witness the steadfast
Argonaut fort of Nokalakevi and
climb through the astonishing cave
cities of Uplistsikhe and Vardzia,
home to fabulous frescoes and
religious wall carvings. Discover the
isolated medieval communities of
Svaneti and their curious tower houses
and wander the vibrant streets of
Tbilisi and Kutaisi.

HISTORY

Day 1 Fly London - Tbilisi

Georgia has an ancient history full of
legend: home to the Golden Fleece,
ravaged by Alexander the Great’s
armies and the setting for countless
wars between the Persians and the
Byzantine Empire over this strategically important territory. The 10th – 13th
centuries gave birth to a Golden Age
of culture and learning under King
David the Builder, but subsequent
Mongol invasions and occupation by
the Ottoman Empire turned Georgia
into a divided nation characterised
by border squabbles and constant
wars between the Ottomans and the
Persians.

Day 2 Enjoy a walking tour of
Tbilisi’s charismatic Old Town and
visit the National History Museum
Day 3 Explore the UNESCO World
Heritage site of Mtsheta, the Javari
monastery and ancient Armaztsikhe

Day 8 Enjoy unparalleled landscapes
and colourful churches as we discover
the Svaneti culture
Day 9 Visit the Dadiani Palace and
the 4th Century fortress of Nokakalevi
Day 10 Walking tour of Kutaisi and
visit the Gelati Monastery

Day 4 Discover the Kakheti province
at Gremi, the Alaverdi monastery,
Telavi and the Chavchavadze estate

Day 11 Discover the Akhaltsikhe
Castle and remarkable Vardzia cave
city

Day 5 Travel to Mount Kazbegi
to visit Gergheti Sameba and the
northern border pass

Day 12 Drive back to Tbilisi through
the spectacular upland provinces of
Javakheti and Kvemo-Kartli

Day 6 Visit the Stalin Museum and
the Roman cave city of Uplistsikhe

Day 13 Visit the Museum of
Ethnography, the Fine Art Museum
and the Sameba Cathedral in Tbilisi

Day 7 Explore Kutaisi’s citadel
then travel to the intriguing Svaneti
province

Day 14 Fly Tbilisi - London

with Ian Colvin
Archaeologist, author and lecturer, Ian Colvin is the
founder and director of the excavations at Nokalakevi. He
works for the University of Cambridge School of Classics
and has taught at the universities of Cambridge and Winchester. Ian has more than 20 years’ experience studying
and teaching the archaeology of Georgia.
For full details on this tour, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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17th & 18th Centuries

The 17th and 18th Centuries were
an era of change, colonialisation,
discovery and war.
From Frederick the Great & the
English Civil War to the American
War of Independence; experience
the sites, witness the evidence and
unearth the stories behind some of
the period’s most striking moments
in the company of kindred spirits,
our expert guide and dedicated tour
manager.

The English Civil War:

HIGHLIGHTS

Oxford to Worcester 1643 - 46

• Uncover the final years of the English Civil War

29 June - 4 July 2020

• The Battles of Newbury, Naseby and Stow-on-the-Wold

£1,945

• Visit battlefields that are virtually as they were 370 years ago
• Enjoy the delightful rolling English countryside, collegiate Oxford and
magnificent Worcester

HISTORY
The north was won for the Parliamentarians at Marston Moor, but they
failed to capitalise on this victory.
Failures at Cropredy Bridge, Cheriton and Newbury left Parliament in
a quandary and gave the Royalists
renewed hope. However, the Battle of
Naseby made the demise of the Royalists inevitable. The rest of 1645-46
was a series of sieges. Following the
regicide of Charles I, his son reignited
the struggle, but was defeated at
Worcester in 1651.

Jacobites & Bravehearts:
The Fight for Scottish
Independence
5 - 14 September 2020

Day 1 Assemble at Oxford hotel.
The Battle of Charlgrove

Day 4 The Battles of Cropredy and
Naseby

Day 2 Cheriton, Newbury &
Donnington Castle

Day 5 The Battle of Worcester

Day 3 A full day exploring Civil
War Oxford

Day 6 Stow-on-the-Wold. Return to
Oxford and disperse

with Colonel Nick Lipscombe
Colonel Nick Lipscombe MSc FRHistS served in the
British Army for 34 years. An accomplished historian,
author and lecturer, he is currently working on his muchanticipated English Civil War Atlas. Nick is a part-time
tutor at Oxford University and a member of numerous
historical societies.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Investigate the facts, fiction and myths that form Scotland’s captivating and
legendary history

£2,995

• Explore the battles of Bannockburn and Culloden and hear tales of rebellion,
intrigue and lost causes
• Travel through the majestic Highland scenery, including glorious Glencoe
and Glenfinnan
• Discover Edinburgh and Stirling & travel on the Jacobite Express
Day 1 Assemble in Edinburgh. Visit
the Prestonpans battlefield

Day 6 The Glencoe Massacre,
Doune Castle and Sherrifmuir

HISTORY

Day 2 The ‘Dundee Rising’,
Dunkeld and Killiecrankie

Day 7 Investigate the Battles of
Stirling Bridge and Bannockburn

In the 13th century, Edward I of
England asserted authority over
Scotland, which was resisted until
victory at Bannockburn ensured
independence. United under Stuart
rule in 1603, Britain struggled with
Civil War, the Act of Union and
religious strife until the Glorious
Revolution deposed King James II in
favour of William of Orange. The
Jacobite cause ignited and against a
backdrop of betrayal, brutality and
religious change, Scotland endured
a series of rebellions which ultimately
ended at Culloden.

Day 3 Ruthven Barracks, Fort
George and Clava Cairns

Day 8 Falkirk Muir, Wallacestone &
sites from the Outlander TV series

Day 4 Discover Culloden, Urquhart
Castle and Glenshiel

Day 9 Edinburgh Castle, Holyrood
Palace and the National Museum

Day 5 The Jacobite Express, Loch
Nan Uamh & Glenfinnan

Day 10 Disperse from Edinburgh

with Dr John Sadler
Dr John Sadler is a lecturer in war studies and an
experienced battlefield tour guide. Widely published on
the Border and Scottish Wars he is an acknowledged
authority on armour, weapons and fighting styles of the
period.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The American War of Independence:

3 - 14 June 2020

Losing North America

Price £5,395

HIGHLIGHTS
Immerse yourself in 18th century
colonial America during its struggle
for freedom from the clutches of British
rule. Starting in historic Boston, the
cradle of the revolution and home to
the Freedom Trail, we travel through
magnificent Eastern USA countryside
to explore the pivotal battlefields
and important sites of the war, many
of which have been painstakingly
and wonderfully restored. We will
visit places that resonate throughout
history: Lexington, Saratoga, Valley
Forge, West Point, Philadelphia,
Yorktown and Mount Vernon whilst
at Jamestown and Williamsburg we
explore America’s colonial past.

HISTORY
Opposition to London’s taxation
policies and governance was
provoked into rebellion in April
1775. The revolt initially struggled
with the British taking Philadelphia
and New York, but an ill-conceived
and poorly managed advance from
Canada ended with surrender at
Saratoga. The result was the entry
of France into the conflict, providing
much needed naval support, military
training and equipment to the patriots.
Lord Cornwallis was forced to march
to Virginia where the anticipated
extraction was foiled by the French
fleet, resulting in the surrender of the
British Army at Yorktown in October
1781.

Day 1 Fly London-Boston and drive
to Salem
Day 2 Walk Boston’s ‘Freedom Trail’
and visit Bunker Hill, Breed’s Hill and
Dorchester Heights
Day 3 Explore Lexington and
Concord, including the Buckman
Tavern, Minuteman Visitor Centre and
the Old North Bridge

Day 7 Spend the day in Philadelphia
visiting the key revolutionary sites,
including Independence Hall and the
Liberty Bell
Day 8 Visit Brandywine Creek, site
of the significant British victory, and
Fort McHenry
Day 9 Spend the day in 18th
Century Williamsburg, Virginia

Day 4 Spend an entire day at the
Saratoga battlefield

Day 10 Visit Jamestown and the
definitive British surrender at Yorktown

Day 5 Visit West Point and the
Monmouth battlefield, the largest
battle of the war

Day 11 See Mount Vernon and the
Arlington Military Cemetery. Fly Dulles
- London

Day 6 Explore the surprise attack at
Trenton and the Valley Forge National
Park

Day 12 Arrive London

with Edward Lengel
Author, lecturer and battlefield guide, Edward Lengel
served as Chief Historian of the White House Historical
Association and wrote the new history of Colonial
Williamsburg as a “Revolutionary in Residence”.
Lengel is a co-recipient of the National Humanities Medal
and has won two writing awards from the Army Historical
Foundation.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

Frederick the Great:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Battles in Saxony & Prussia

• Discover some of Frederick the Great’s most impressive victories and
resounding losses.

17 - 24 September 2019

£2,595

• Visit some of Europe’s less well-known, mostly undisturbed battlefields
• Travel to the beautiful historic towns and cities of Dresden, Leipzig, Torgau
and Potsdam.
• Explore the Saxon fortresses of Pirna, Konigstein and Hohnstein

Day 1 Fly London - Berlin. Transfer
to Dresden
Day 2 Dresden and the Bundeswehr
Military Museum
HISTORY
Frederick seized Silesia from
Austria during The Austrian War of
Succession, but revengeful Empress
Maria Theresa was determined to
win back those lands. Fredrick saw
war as inevitable and invaded neutral
Saxony in a pre-emptive strike.
Despite early successes, the ensuing
years were bitter sweet for Frederick:
at Rossbach he won his greatest
victory; at Hochkirch he allowed
himself to be virtually routed; at
Torgau, a poorly executed battle plan
resulted in a Pyrrhic victory.

Frederick the Great
in the South:
His Greatest Battles
in Bohemia and Silesia

19 - 26 September 2020

Day 3 The battlefields of
Kesselsdorf and Maxen
Day 4 Pirna, Konigstein and
Hohnstein fortresses

Rossbach battlefield
Day 6 Explore the Hochkirch
battlefield
Day 7 The Torgau fortifications and
battlefield
Day 8 Sanssouci Palace and
Frederick’s grave. Fly Berlin-London

Day 5 A whole day on the

with Major-General John Drewienkiewicz
Major-General John Drewienkiewicz is a former Engineer
in Chief of the Army. During his long service in the Balkans
he was able to walk and research the battlefields of
Austria’s wars in the mid-19th Century. He has written
five books which examine campaigns through the lens of
wargaming.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Visit some of Europe’s hidden battlefields, rarely visited and virtually
untouched
• Explore the battles of Hohenfriedberg, Soor, Mollwitz and Prague

£2,595

• Enjoy rolling countryside, sandy pine covered ridges and captivating
marshes
• Stay in Bohemian Hradec Kralove, enchanting Wroclaw and medieval
Kutna Hora
Day 1 Fly London - Prague
Day 2 Dramatic victory at
Chotusice and Soor

HISTORY
This tour explores the two wars in
which Frederick built his reputation:
The War of Austrian Succession and
the Seven Years War. The former
resulted in the Prussian annexation of
Silesia whilst the latter became one
of survival as the major European
powers formed a coalition to halt his
advances. Although his invasion of
Bohemia came close to occupying
Prague, after being weakened in a
series of costly victories Frederick was
pushed back into Prussia.

Day 5 Visit the Leignitz and
Mollwitz battlefields
Day 6 Austrian victory at Kolin

Day 3 An entire day on the
Hohenfriedberg battlefield

Day 7 The Battles of Lobositz and
Prague

Day 4 Defeat at Breslau and
Victory at Leuthen

Day 8 Fly Prague - London

with Major-General John Drewienkiewicz
Major-General John Drewienkiewicz, a former Engineer
in Chief of the Army, has been studying and walking
battlefields since attending Staff College in 1978. He
was able to walk and research Austria’s wars in the mid19th Century during periods stationed in Vienna and has
written five books on the campaigns.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Napoleonic Wars
Our Napoleonic tours cover
the length of this battle-torn
era, from Wellington cutting his
teeth in India to the battle that
ended it all at Waterloo.
Walk the battlefields, see the
sites and travel across the
world, from Spain to Italy,
Russia to Portugal, to chase the
stories behind the legend.

We traditionally run at least three
Peninsular War tours each year, ranging
from our Wellington in Portugal and
Spain tours, to our ever popular Waterloo
battlefield and walking tours.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

Austerlitz:

HIGHLIGHTS

Napoleon’s Masterpiece

• Explore the entire battlefield, including Slapanitz, Santon Hill, the Pratzen
Heights and the Satchen Lakes

3 - 6 December 2020

£1,495

• Watch the spectacular dramatic anniversary battle re-enactment
• See Napoleon’s HQ and dinner in Austerlitz Chateau
• Enjoy the magical Brno Christmas Market and sample a Gluwein or two on
the square

HISTORY

Day 1 Fly London - Vienna.
Schongraben battlefield

Day 3 215th anniversary battle
re-enactment

Day 2 A whole day on the
Austerlitz battlefield

Day 4 Spaleny Mill and Vienna
Military Museum. Fly Vienna-London

The battle of Austerlitz saw Napoleon
decisively defeat the combined armies
of Russia and Austria. Napoleon used
the rolling countryside to conceal his
troops, waiting to spring their master’s
trap. The over confident Allied army
was drawn forward, exposing itself
to counter attack by Marshal Soult.
However, despite the apparent
gullibility of the Allied commanders,
the tenacity of the Russian soldiers
ensured that Napoleon’s victory
was harder won than he might have
expected.

with Alan Rooney

Napoleon in Germany:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Campaigns of 1806 & 1813

• Follow the events of 1806 & 1813, appreciating the geographical
challenges that were overcome

14 - 21 October 2019

• Visit the battlefields of Jena, Grossgorschen, Bautzen, Dresden, Kulm, Leipzig
and Wartenberg

£2,495

Alan Rooney has been exploring and guiding the
battlefields of the Peninsular and Napoleonic Wars for
20 years. He is a Fellow of the International Napoleonic
Society and holds a masters in Business Administration.
He is the founder director of The Cultural Experience.

• Gain a greater understanding of the complex 1813 campaign and the
impact of the Trachtenberg Plan
• Stay in the historic cities of Jena, Dresden and Leipzig

HISTORY
Napoleon had seen great success
in Germany in 1806. Six years
later he returned with a new but
inexperienced army. His former allies
had abandoned him and his Russian
foe re-organised and joined their
new Prussian partners. The Napoleon
of old showed as he won several
pyrrhic victories, but the Allies learnt
to avoid direct battle with him. As his
junior commanders were successively
defeated, Napoleon’s campaign
came to its inevitable conclusion in
October 1813.

Day 1 Fly London - Berlin. Travel to
Jena

Day 5 The battles of Dresden,
Grosser Garten & Kulm

Day 2 The battles of Jena and
Auerstedt, 1806

Day 6 Explore Leipzig with its
battlefields and monuments

Day 3 Explore the Grossgorchen
battlefields

Day 7 Wartenberg, Dannewitz and
the Trachtenberg Plan

Day 4 The Bautzen battlefield and
defeat at The Katzbach

Day 8 Grossbeeren monument. Fly
Berlin - London

with Alan Rooney
The Cultural Experience founder and MD Alan Rooney is a
fellow of the Napoleonic Society and member of the Royal
Historical Society and the British Commission for Military
History. He has a lifetime of experience exploring and
enlightening enthusiastic guests to Napoleonic battlefields.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Wellington in India:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Master Learns His Trade

• See where Arthur Wellesley, the future Duke of Wellington, learned his trade

20 - 29 November 2020

• Visit spectacular fortresses, un-spoiled villages and witness a way of life that
has changed little since Wellesley’s time

£3,245

• Travel off the tourist trail to Central and Southern India

• See the sites of some of Wellesley’s great successes at Seringapatam, Assaye
and Gawilghur

HISTORY
Colonel Arthur Wellesley arrived in
India in 1797. He swiftly established
his innate ability and campaigned
in the Mysore and Mahratta Wars,
returning to England as a major
general. It was in India that he
learned how to deal with difficult
allies, terrain and climate, and how
to supply troops where no established
logistics existed. All these lessons
would be invaluable in his later
campaigns in Portugal and Spain.

Wellington in Spain:
A Classic Peninsular War Tour
4 - 11 September 2019
9 - 16 September 2020

£2,595

Day 1 Fly London - Bangalore

Day 6 The Battle of Assaye

Day 2 Arrive in Bangalore and
explore the city

Day 7 Aragum, Chikaldara and
Mozari Point

Day 3 Visit Seringapatam Fortress
and the ‘Tope’

Day 8 Spend the day at Gawilghur
Fortress

Day 4 Seringapatam, Tippoo’s
Summer Palace & the Mysore British
Cemetery

Day 9 Scenic drive to Nagpur. Fly
to Mumbai

Day 5 The forts at Ahmednagar
and Daulatabad

Day 10 Fly Mumbai to London

with Major Gordon Corrigan
Ex-Gurkha Major Gordon Corrigan MBE is a historian,
author and has presented five TV series on military history.
He is an Honorary Research Fellow of the Universities
of Birmingham and Kent, a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic
Society and a Member of the British Commission for
Military History.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Visit some of the most notable battles and sieges of the Peninsular War
• Explore some of the best-preserved battlefields of Wellington’s campaign,
from Talavera to Salamanca
• See the problematic border fortresses of Avila, Badajos, Elvas, Almeida and
Ciudad Rodrigo
• Visit some of the most beautiful and historic parts of central Spain

HISTORY
Wellington fought his first battle
in Spain at Talavera in July 1809.
Uncomfortable with the support from
his Spanish Allies, 1810 saw him
recuperating along the Portuguese
border, fighting a series of small
actions, particularly around Almeida
and Ciudad Rodrigo. After defeating
a third invasion of Portugal, he
strengthened his position with the twin
sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badjoz
before making his second advance on
Madrid which resulted in the classic
encounter battle of Salamanca.
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Day 1 Fly London - Madrid. Travel
to Toledo

Day 5 The River Coa, Almeida &
Fuentes de Onoro

Day 2 The Battle of Talavera,
Almaraz & Fort Napoleon

Day 6 Ciudad Rodrigo, the Greater
Teson & breaches

Day 3 Albuera and Badajoz

Day 7 The Battle of Salamanca

Day 4 Elvas, Alcantara and Fort
Concepcion

Day 8 Avila. Fly Madrid - London

with Colonel Nick Lipscombe
Colonel Nick Lipscombe MSc FRHistS is a historian,
author and lecturer. He is a part-time tutor at Oxford
University, and a member of numerous historical societies.
His works include the award-winning Peninsular War
Atlas and Concise History, Wellington’s Guns, Wellington
Invades France, and Wellington’s Eastern Front.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

Wellington in Portugal:
The French Invasions Thwarted
5 - 12 June 2020

£2,595

HIGHLIGHTS
• Escape the main roads and discover 19th Century Portugal
• The battles of Vimeiro, Bussaco, Roliça, Foz de Arouce and the Lines of
Torres Vedras
• Enjoy the stunning Portuguese countryside as we traverse mountain ranges,
river valleys and national parks
• Visit the impressive cities of Lisbon, Porto, Obidos and Lousa

Day 1 Fly London - Lisbon. Travel to
Obidos
Day 2 Battle of Roliça, Maceira
Bay & Vimeiro battlefield
Day 3 The recapture of Porto, Ovar
& Vila Nova

HISTORY
The French invaded Portugal three
times between 1807 - 1811 and
each time the nation’s saviour was a
professional mongrel army led by the
Duke of Wellington. The first invasion
ended following the battle of Vimeiro;
the second following Wellington’s
audacious operation to recapture
Porto; while the third invasion came to
an equally dramatic end in front of the
Lines of Torres Vedras, necessitating
a series of rearguard actions for the
French to escape.

Wellington Over
the Pyrenees:

Day 5 Pombal, Redinha and Foz de
Arouce battlefields
Day 6 The Lines of Torres Vedras
Day 7 Belem, Lisbon military
museum & Castello de Sao Jorge
Day 8 Fly Lisbon - London

with Colonel Nick Lipscombe
Fellow of the Royal Historical Society Colonel Nick
Lipscombe MSc FRHistS is an accomplished historian and
author. He is a part-time tutor at Oxford University and a
member of numerous historical societies. His works include
the award-winning Peninsular War Atlas and Concise
History, Wellington’s Guns, Wellington Invades France and
Wellington’s Eastern Front.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Follow Wellington’s army along the Great North Road from Madrid to the
French border and beyond
• The battlefields of the Pyrenees and cities of Pamplona, Bayonne, San
Sebastian & Toulouse

The Invasion of France
23 September 1 October 2019

Day 4 Spend the day exploring

the Bussaco battlefield

£2,950

• Traverse stunning sierras, great rivers and dominating mountains that formed
formidable barriers for both armies
• Visit Wellington’s crucial harbour havens along the picturesque Bay of Biscay
Day 1 Fly London-Madrid. View
Burgos Castle

Day 6 Santa Barbara, Grand Rhune
& Amotz bridge

Day 2 Discover the Battle of Vitoria

Day 7 The Nive & the Battle of
Bayonne

Day 3 Maya, St Jean Pied de Port
& Roncesvalles

HISTORY
In June 1813, Wellington drove back
and defeated three French armies
in the epic encounter at Vitoria. The
French withdrew and fought with
their backs to the Pyrenees, trying
to prevent the invasion of France.
Wellington captured San Sebastian
and fought a series of battles in the
Pyrenees before commencing the
invasion. After battles at Nivelle and
the Nive, Soult was pushed towards
Toulouse where the last encounter of
the war was fought in April 1814.

Day 4 Sorauren, Pasajes and the
San Sebastian sieges
Day 5 Battle of San Marcial and
crossing the Bidassoa

Day 8 Orthez, Tarbes and the
Hussar Museum
Day 9 The Battle of Toulouse. Fly
Toulouse - London

with Colonel Nick Lipscombe
Colonel Nick Lipscombe MSc FRHistS is the celebrated
author of Wellington Invades France, Wellington’s
Guns, Wellington’s Eastern Front and the award-winning
Peninsular War Atlas and Concise History. A Fellow of the
Royal Historical Society, he is an accomplished historian,
lecturer, and part-time tutor at Oxford University.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Napoleon in Russia:

HIGHLIGHTS

5 - 14 September 2020

• Stay in majestic Smolensk, vibrant Moscow and provincial Viazma and
Malojaroslavets

The 1812 Campaign

£3,695

• Discover rural Russia with vistas of vast open spaces, river ravines and
traditional villages

• Follow the campaign along the Old Smolensk Road and enjoy the
remarkably preserved iconic battlefields
• Witness the fabulous battle re-enactment at Borodino
Day 1 Fly London - Moscow
Day 2 Watch the spectacular Battle
of Borodino re-enactment
Day 3 Walking tour of Smolensk
and the Valutino battlefield

HISTORY
In June 1812, Napoleon entered
Russia with 400,000 men with
intentions to destroy the Russian
Army, but he found them an
obstinate enemy. After the stalemate
of Borodino, Napoleon occupied
Moscow and in October deluded
himself that he could withdraw
beyond Smolensk. Instead the
French experienced one of the most
disastrous retreats ever endured by
an army. The cold, starvation and
relentless Russian pursuit resulted in
fewer than 10,000 men re-crossing
the Niemen six months later.

Wellington’s Greatest
Peninsular Victories:
His system, strategy and tactics
13 - 20 May 2020

£2,995

Day 4 Krasnoi, Syrokorenye and
Katyn Forest memorial complex
Day 5 Examine the French advance
to Moscow

20

Day 8 Kutusov’s preserved army
camp and the Malojaroslavets battle
museum
Day 9 The Kremlin, Red Square
& St Basil’s Cathedral
Day 10 Fly Moscow - London

Alan Rooney has been exploring and guiding the
battlefields of the Napoleonic Wars for twenty years.
A Fellow of the International Napoleonic Society and
member of the Royal Historical Society and British
Commission for Military History, Alan is also the founder
director of The Cultural Experience.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Examine the generalship of Wellington and the battles that became major
British Army battle-honours
• Vimeiro, Obidos, Ciudad Rodrigo, Salamanca, Vitoria and Nivelle
• Experience the culture and history of a succession of charming, little-known
Portuguese and Spanish cities
• Enjoy breath-taking views from atop the Serra de Bucaco and the Pyrenees

Day 2 The Battle of Busaco and
Roman Coimbra
Day 3 Fuentes de Onoro and
Ciudad Rodrigo

Wellington earned his impressive
reputation during the Peninsular War.
He demonstrated his defensive skills
at Vimeiro and Busaco and showed
that he was willing to take immense
risks at Fuentes de Onoro and Vitoria.
At Salamanca the Duke defeated
“an army of 40,000 men in 40
minutes”, an achievement that raised
his “reputation almost to the level of
Marlborough”. But it was the Battle
of the Nivelle that Wellington thought
was his “best work”.

Day 7 Explore 1812 Moscow, visit
the State Historical Museum

with Alan Rooney

Day 1 Fly London - Lisbon. Vimeiro
and Obidos

HISTORY

Day 6 Borodino battlefield and its
excellent 1812 museum

Day 5 Historic Avila and Segovia
Day 6 Victory at Vitoria
Day 7 Crossing the Bidassoa and
the Battle of the Nivelle
Day 8 Fly Bilbao - London

Day 4 Discover the battle and city
of Salamanca

with Colonel Nick Lipscombe
Col Nick Lipscombe is an accomplished historian, author
and lecturer. A Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, he
is a part-time tutor at Oxford University and has written
numerous books on the Napoleonic Wars, including his
award-winning ‘Peninsular War Atlas and Concise History’
as well as ‘Wellington Invades France’.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

A Near Run Thing:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Waterloo Anniversary Tour
19 - 22 June 2020

£1,325

• Visit the keys sites of the battle: Ligny, Quatre Bras and Waterloo itself
• Visit over the anniversary weekend of the battle and see the reenactors
dressed in their finery
• Stay in the historic town of Waterloo, Wellington’s headquarters for the
battle
• Visit the new and innovative Waterloo Visitor Centre

Day 1 Eurostar London - Brussels.
Wellington’s HQ and Waterloo
Day 2 Ligny, Fleurus, Blucher’s
command post & Quatre Bras

HISTORY
The Waterloo Campaign in June
1815 ensured relative peace in
Western Europe for the next fifty
years. It was the first time that
Napoleon and Wellington met each
other in battle. It was also the last
campaign for Marshal Blucher whose
Prussian Army, having been trounced
at Ligny, nevertheless arrived just in
time to tip the scales in the Allies’
favour as Wellington’s ‘infamous
army’ hung on grimly to the ridge at
Waterloo.

Walking Waterloo:

Day 3 Waterloo battlefield,
Hougoumont, La Haye Sainte &
Plancenoit
Day 4 Waterloo Visitor Centre.
Eurostar Brussels - London

with Major-General Ashley Truluck
Ashley Truluck served with the Gurkhas, in
Communications and Intelligence, with Army Aviation and
on the General Staff, retiring as a Major General. He is
now Chairman of the Army Society for Historical Research
and leads several popular tours to Belgium, France,
Portugal, Spain and Malta.
HIGHLIGHTS

The Campaign on Foot

• Discover Waterloo from the soldier’s perspective

28 September - 1 October 2019
2 - 5 October 2020
£1,325

• See the battlefields and museums with fresh air and a fresh perspective

HISTORY
This tour follows the same historical
story as our classic Waterloo tour,
A Near Run Thing. However, it
concentrates on walking the ground,
following in the footsteps of the
French, British and Prussian armies.
The tour is equally suitable as an
introduction to the Waterloo campaign
and as a follow up for those who have
already seen the standard viewpoints
and want to explore further.

• Go ‘off piste’ in a series of country walks away from the tourist traps
• Enjoy the quiet rolling Belgian countryside in the pleasant company of
fellow walkers

Day 1 Eurostar London-Brussels.
Grand Place, Wellington’s HQ &
Waterloo

Day 3 La Belle Alliance,
Hougoumont, the Allied Ridge &
Plancenoit

Day 2 Ligny, Blucher’s windmill,
Quatre Bras, Cherry Wood &
Genappe

Day 4 The Imperial Guard and
Waterloo Visitor Centre. Eurostar
Brussels-London

with Major-General Ashley Truluck
Ashley Truluck – former army General and currently
Chairman of the Society of Army Historical Research
(SAHR) - has spent a lifetime studying Wellington’s
command style and tactics and knows the battlefield
intimately. He now leads a number of popular tours to
France, Portugal, Spain, Malta and, of course, Belgium.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Victorian Era
The Nineteenth Century saw the blossoming of nationalism and the
advent of industrialised warfare. The relative peace in Europe was
shattered by continental warfare between Prussia, France and Austria, the
newly formed United States of America was ripped apart by a bloody
Civil War and across the world the formerly harmonious relationship
between the British and India broke down while they staked their claim
in the scramble for Africa.

Discover the significance, cost and shining stories behind some of the
most defining wars in world history while experiencing the local culture
and cuisine in the company of our expert guide.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Indian Mutiny:

• The opportunity to walk the ground of one of the most critical periods of
Indian history

The British Raj
Gets a Wake-Up Call
2 - 13 November 2019

HIGHLIGHTS

£3,595

• Inspect inspiring Moghul architecture while examining key aspects of the
uprising
• Experience the colour and flavour of the multi-racial Indian culture
• Visit the magnificent Taj Mahal and the imposing Red Fort
Day 1 Fly London - Delhi
Day 2 Arrive Delhi. Travel to
Meerut
Day 3 Explore Meerut. Travel to
Agra
Day 4 Visit Taj Mahal & Red Fort

HISTORY
In 1857 sixty-two well-trained infantry
battalions and eight cavalry regiments
of the Bengal Army mutinied and
turned on their British officers in a
frenzy of religious fervour. Soon the
mutinous soldiers were joined by
disaffected elements of the civilian
population. With so much at stake
on both sides, it was a near run
thing, with bravery and treachery in
equal measure, and larger-than-life
characters on each side - but in the
end the rising was defeated.

The Cast Of A Die:
The First Sikh War 1845 - 46
& Indian Hill Stations
13 - 25 March 2020

£3,795

Day 5 Gwalior Fort and the Kotah
ke Serai skirmish
Day 6 The impressive Jhansi Fort

Day 9 Lucknow, Kaisarbagh,
Secunderbagh Gardens & British
Residency
Day 10 Delhi: the British perspective
Day 11 Delhi: the Rebel perspective
Day 12 Fly Delhi - London

Military historian, author and TV presenter Major Gordon
Corrigan is an ex-Royal Gurkha Rifles officer and an
established expert on all matters Indian and Nepalese.
He is an Honorary Research Fellow of the Universities
of Birmingham and Kent and a member of the British
Commission for Military History.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Travel to the heart of Indian Punjab and the Himalayan foothills
• Witness the wonderful changing of the guard ceremony in Delhi and
competitive Wagah border parade
• Visit the Golden Temple in Amritsar, Shimla hill station and the Tsuglagkhang
temple complex
Day 2 Tour of New Delhi and
Coronation Park
Day 3 ‘Changing of the Guard’ at
Rashtrapati Bhawan
Day 4 Ranjit Singh War Museum
and Aliwal battlefield

In 1842, a small professional army
was despatched into the Sind to quell
a perceived resurrection against
British hegemony. The subsequent
sequestration of the province caused
outrage in both India and Britain.
With Punjab leadership increasingly
being directed against British
interests, Governor-General Sir Henry
Harding declared war in December
1845. The British faced a difficult war
against a 60,000 strong army who
matched them in discipline, training
and weaponry.

Day 8 Explore Kanpur city. Travel
to Lucknow

with Major Gordon Corrigan

Day 1 Fly London - Delhi

HISTORY

Day 7 Kanpur siege, Memorial
Church and Bibighar Well

Day 5 Explore the Mudki,
Ferozeshah and Ferozepur
battlefields
Day 6 Trace the Sikh defensive
lines at Sobraon

Day 7 Amritsar, Hari Mandir & the
Wagah border crossing parade
Day 8 Travel into the Himalayan
foothills to Dharamshala
Day 9 Tsuglagkhang temple
complex and the Tibet Museum
Day 10 Travel through the Kangra
Valley to Shimla
Day 11 Shimla Hill Station and its
mountain railway
Day 12 Travel to Delhi via Kalka
Day 13 Fly Delhi - London

with Patrick Mercer
Ex-Colonel and BBC defence correspondent Patrick Mercer
OBE has traversed many of the British Army battlefields.
His greatest expertise lies in the Indian Mutiny, the Afghan
Wars and the First and Second World Wars.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com

23

The American Civil War:

September 2019 & 2020

Eastern Theater Tour

Price £4,950

HIGHLIGHTS
Our tour is set amidst picturesque
American countryside: the scenic
Shenandoah Valley, the stunning
Skyline Drive along the Blue Ridge
Mountains, the mighty James River
and a wealth of National Parks.
We explore historic American towns
and cities such as Fredericksburg,
Richmond, Lexington, Harper’s
Ferry and of course, Gettysburg
and visit the major eastern civil war
engagements en-route. We walk over
superbly preserved battlefields and
visit a wealth of museums, historic
buildings and interpretation centres.
HISTORY
Battles raged across the continent for
four years, but rarely was the fighting
fiercer than in the Eastern Theater. The
Confederate forces held off Federal
advances around Richmond until
they felt confident enough to take the
war into the North, where they were
checked at Antietam and Gettysburg.
Afterwards, Southern forces were
engaged in a fight against the
inevitable which was to finally end at
a small courthouse in Appomattox in
April 1865.

Day 1 Fly London - WashingtonDulles
Day 2 Explore the two Battles of
Manassas, including Hill House,
Brawner Farm, ‘Deep Cut’ and
‘Dogan House’
Day 3 Explore the Battle of
Fredericksburg from Chatham
Plantation and Prospect Hill before
visiting the Chancellorsville battlefield
Day 4 Tour the Battle of the
Wilderness, including Saunder’s
Field, Spotsylvania, the J.E.B. Stuart
memorial and Cold Harbour
Day 5 The Peninsula Campaign: Fort
Monroe National Monument, USS
Monitor, Yorktown, the Warwick Line,
Dam #1 and Williamsburg
Day 6 Investigate the Seven
Days Battles for Richmond, from
Mechanicsburg to Malvern Hill,
before exploring Confederate
Richmond

Day 7 The Siege of Petersburg,
Pamplin Historical Park and the
National Museum of the Civil War
Soldier
Day 8 Follow General Lee’s final
retreat from Five Forks and Sailor’s
Creek to his surrender at Appomattox
Day 9 Visit Lexington then travelling
along the Shenandoah Valley to New
Market
Day 10 Explore the Battle of Cedar
Creek, Stonewall Jackson’s HQ in
Winchester and Harpers Ferry
Day 11 Visit the Monocracy and
Antietam battlefields
Day 12 Discover the Gettysburg
battlefield, walk the route of Pickett’s
Charge and see the many famous
associated sites
Days 13 & 14 Visit the Shriver
House Museum and Gettysburg
National Cemetery. Fly WashingtonDulles - London

DEPARTURES

with Fred Hawthorne

20 September 3 October 2019

Prominent American Civil War historian Fred Hawthorne
qualified as a Licensed Battlefield Guide in 1981. With
advanced degrees in both Colonial American History and
Historical Archaeology, Fred has conducted more than
5,000 tours over the past 29 years, encompassing every
major battle site of the American Civil War.

For 2020 departure date and
itinerary, please visit our website
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The American Civil War:

9 - 21 May 2020

Western Theater Tour

Price £4,995

HIGHLIGHTS
We will visit many of the important,
well preserved battle sites of the fouryear campaign for the Mississippi
River Valley, including Fort Donelson,
the blood bath at Shiloh and the
siege of Vicksburg. We revel in the
glory of America’s ‘Deep South’ as
we travel from Kentucky through
Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana.
The battlefields are set in stunning
landscapes that offer a superb
platform from which to interpret
the fighting. We will also stay in
some of America’s most historical
and culturally rich towns, including
Nashville and New Orleans.

HISTORY
The American Civil War in the west
took the form of a gradual, systematic
Federal march southwards to open the
symbolic and important Mississippi
River from the Union heartland
to the Gulf of Mexico, splitting
the Confederacy into half. Some
historians argue the real Northern
victory came from this four-year
campaign in the mid-west. It was
during these lesser known battles
that many of the great commanders
built their reputations; Grant, Forrest,
Sherman, Johnston, and Thomas.

Day 1 Fly London - Louisville,
Kentucky via Dallas Fort Worth
Day 2 Visit Perryville battlefield
park and Abraham Lincoln Birthplace
national park with its memorial,
symbolic cabin and museum

Day 7 Visit the Corinth Civil War
Interpretive Centre, Brices Cross
Roads and Tupelo.
Day 8 Explore the Vicksburg
National Military Park and the USS
Cairo Gunboat and Museum

Day 3 Spend the day at Fort
Donelson National Park exploring the
Confederate fortifications and water
battery

Day 9 Visit the Confederate
stronghold of Port Hudson State
Historic Site and the old southern
town of Natchez

Day 4 Discover the Battle of
Nashville at the Stones River National
Battlefield and Fort Negley

Day 10 Tour the retirement home
of Confederate President Jefferson
Davis at Beauvoir then visit Chalmette
Plantation

Day 5 Walk the bloody battlefield of
Franklin before returning to explore
the city of Nashville
Day 6 Explore the Shiloh battlefield
and famous sites such as the Hornet’s
Nest, Pittsburgh Landing and National
Cemetery

Day 11 Enjoy a guided tour of New
Orleans with a dinner cruise down the
Mississippi in the evening
Days 12 & 13 Visit the Civil War
Museum at Confederate Memorial
Hall. Fly New Orleans - London.

with Fred Hawthorne
After teaching history and economics at both a university
and secondary level for 16 years, Fred Hawthorne
qualified as a Licensed Battlefield Guide in 1981.
Over the past 29 years, he has conducted more than
5,000 tours encompassing every major battle site of the
American Civil War.
For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Custer
& The Indian Wars:

HIGHLIGHTS
• Spend two days in the magnificent Yellowstone National Park

Yellowstone, Little Bighorn
Anniversary & Re-enactment

• See the Old Faithful Geyser, Morning Glory Pool and the Yellowstone Grand
Canyon

20 - 29 June 2020

• Immerse yourself in the ‘wild west’ traditions and experience Native
American culture

£4,595

The years following the Civil War
saw a resumption of expansion into
the American West, unsettling the
Native Americans, who proved to be
particularly worthy foes. The Sioux
wiped out a US Cavalry company in
the Fetterman Massacre and fought
the iconic Wagon-Box action against
overwhelming odds. When war broke
out in 1871, the campaign was a
debacle: Crook’s column was worsted
at the Rosebud and Custer’s 7th
Cavalry command was massacred at
The Little Bighorn.

The Franco-Prussian
War 1870:
The German Invasion of France
£2,895

HISTORY
The Franco-Prussian War was the
most important war in Europe since
Waterloo. The contrast between the
efficient Prussian war-machine and
the shambolic French Army shocked
everyone. Within weeks the Prussians
had won a series of spectacular
victories, leading to Napoleon
III’s abdication. In 1871, a unified
Germany eclipsed France as the
leading power in Europe, leaving a
legacy of rivalry that was not resolved
until the end of the Second World War.
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Day 1 Fly London to Denver

Box Fight & Fort Phil Kearney

Day 2 Fly Denver - Billings. Buffalo
Bill Historical Centre and Old Trail
Town

Day 6 Explore the remote battlefield
of the Rosebud

Day 3 Yellowstone National Park
Geyser basins

HISTORY

22 - 29 July 2020

• The battle of The Little Bighorn anniversary re-enactment

Day 4 Explore Yellowstone’s
spectacular waterfalls, canyons and
valleys
Day 5 Fetterman Massacre, Wagon

Day 7 Discover the Battle of the The
Little Bighorn battlefield
Day 8 The Little Bighorn
anniversary re-enactment
Days 9 & 10 Fly Billings - London,
via Denver

with Colonel Bob Kershaw
Colonel Bob Kershaw is an established military historian
and commentator. He is the author of ‘Red Sabbath’, a
definitive history of Custer’s ill-fated campaign, and knows
the ground intimately. He will dispel several myths and
examine how the native Americans were able to check
the vastly superior US Army.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Visit some of the most important battlefields in Europe
• Spend an entire day exploring the dramatic battles of Wissembourg &
Wörth
• Examine the evolution of warfare in tandem with the subsequent social
changes of the time
• Stay in the historical heart of Strasbourg, verdant Metz and medieval Sedan
Day 1 Eurostar London - Strasbourg
via Paris

Day 5 Investigate the Battle of
Gravelotte-St Privat

Day 2 Explore the battlefields of
Wissembourg and Wörth

Day 6 Advance on Sedan: Nouart,
Beaumont & Bazeilles

Day 3 Wörth, Saarbrucken,
Spichern, Rotherberg Spur &
Pfaaffenberg

Day 7 Sedan battlefield, Calvaire
d’Illy, Floing, Frenois & Doncherery

Day 4 Mars la Tour, Vionville & the
Bruville Ravine

Day 8 St Quentin & Ham. Eurostar
Lille - London

with Major-General John Drewienkiewicz
Major-General John Drewienkiewicz CB CMG is an
experienced battlefield guide and published historian.
His time serving in the Balkans sparked an enthusiasm
for Austria’s wars in the mid-19th Century and an
intimate knowledge of the battlefields. John has written
five books which examine campaigns through the lens of
wargaming.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Zulu War:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Washing of the Spears

• Explore battlefields and landscapes that have hardly changed since the 19th
Century

4 - 17 March 2020

• Visit legendary Isandlwana, Rorke’s Drift and other battle sites that have
become British military folklore

£4,875

• Enjoy a game drive to see many of Africa’s best loved and iconic animals
Day 1 Fly London - Johannesburg
Day 2 Fly Johannesburg - Durban.
Fort Pearson and Ultimatum Tree

HISTORY
In 1879, the British marched into
Zululand on a punitive expedition
to teach the Zulu King a lesson.
Two professional armies with totally
different fighting styles fought with
startling results. At Isandlwana the
Zulus inflicted a humiliating defeat
on the over-confident British. Yet the
determined defenders at Rorke’s Drift
drove off repeated Zulu attacks and
captured the public’s admiration. It
is a story of determination, traditions
and innovations, but above all
amazing bravery on both sides.

Day 7 Walk up Hlobane Mountain
and game drive
Day 8 The Battle of Khambula

Day 3 The Battles of Gingindlovu,
Fort Nongqayi & Eshowe

Day 9 Voortrekker Blood River
battlefield and Prince Imperial

Day 4 King Cetshwayo’s grave.
Discover Zulu culture

Days 10 & 11 Discover the Battle
of Isandlwana at Ngwebeni Valley,
Black’s Koppie & Fugitive’s Drift

Day 5 Visit the battlefield at royal
Ondini
Day 6 Battle of Ntombe Spruit and
Hlobane Mountain

Day 12 Explore the Battle of
Rorke’s Drift
Days 13 & 14 Fly Johannesburg London

with Ian Knight
Ian Knight is a writer and historian who is internationally
regarded as a leading authority on the Anglo-Zulu
War of 1879. He has published over forty books and
monographs, the majority of them on Zulu history.

The Anglo-Boer Wars:

HIGHLIGHTS

No End of a Lesson

• Investigate the conflict between the Afrikaners and the British during the
scramble for Africa

28 October
- 6 November 2019

• Visit Spion Kop, Ladysmith and Kimberley
£3,695

• Travel through the vast, impressive landscapes of South Africa
• See some of Africa’s unbeatable wildlife
Day 1 Fly London - Johannesburg
Day 2 Laing’s Nek and Majuba Hill
Day 3 Talana Hill, Elandslaagte &
the Siege of Ladysmith
Day 4 The Relief of Ladysmith:
Colenso and Thukela Heights

HISTORY
A desire for freedom drove large
numbers of Afrikaners to create the
independent Transvaal (1852) and
the Orange Free State (1854). When
the British annexed the Transvaal in
1877, the Boer population rebelled,
culminating in the Battle of Majuba
Hill, 1881. With the discovery of
gold, the Boer way of life was again
threatened by an influx of ‘Uitlanders’.
In 1899 the conflict was reignited.
This was a war of sieges, distance
and guerrilla warfare.

Day 5 The defeat at Spion Kop

Day 7 Battles of Modder River,
Magersfontein & Paardeberg
Day 8 The Relief of Kimberley and
‘Big Hole’
Days 9 & 10 See the impressive
Karoo and Transvaal. Fly
Johannesburg - London

Day 6 Sanna’s Post and the Emily
Hobhouse Museum

with Ian Knight
Ian Knight is an internationally regarded historian and
leading authority on the Zulu kingdom. He has been
researching for more than thirty years and is an Honorary
Research Associate of the KwaZulu-Natal Museum in
Pietermaritzburg. Ian has published over forty books
on Zulu history and nineteenth-century British colonial
campaigns.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The First World War
Each year we run a variety of tours that provide a wide overview of
The Great War as well as focusing on the actions in particular locations
and by particular people. In addition to our Walking the Somme and
Western Front tours, we take an in depth look at the outskirts of the war,
including the Gallipoli and Salonika campaigns, and delve into the impact
of specific people such as the war medics, Lawrence of Arabia and the
Doughboys.
All of our First World War tours are accompanied by experts who are all
either authors, historians or ex-military personnel.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Gallipoli Campaign:

• Explore the main aspects of the Gallipoli campaign from all perspectives

Damn the Dardanelles
- This will be Our Grave
2 - 7 May 2020

HIGHLIGHTS
• Discover the miracle of ANZAC, the naval landings, Cape Helles and the
Sulva Bay fiasco

£1,995

• View the dastardly Dardanelles and Sulva Bay by boat
• Indulge in Turkish history, culture and cuisine
Day 1 Fly London - Istanbul. Travel
to Gallipoli

Day 4 Gully Ravine, the ‘Vineyard’,
Ephez & the Turkish perspective

Day 2 Kilitbhir defences, 25th April
landings & the Helles Memorial

Day 5 Discover Sulva Bay

Day 3 Explore the immortalised
actions at ANZAC

Day 6 Fly Istanbul - London

HISTORY
Gallipoli was the scene of one of
the great Allied failures of the First
World War. In attempting to take
Turkey out of the war, the assault on
the Dardanelles ended in disastrous
failure following a campaign that
lasted from April 1915 to January
1916. The campaign saw some
thirteen British and Empire divisions
involved in a struggle against twenty
Turkish divisions, with a total cost of
500,000 casualties.

with Dr Bruce Cherry
Bruce has been guiding First World War tours since the
late 1980s. A former university lecturer, he has a PhD in
Military History and is the author of ‘They Didn’t Want to
Die Virgins’, among other titles. His tours emphasise the
learning that is to be gained from battlefield touring.

Discovering
The Western Front:

HIGHLIGHTS

The British & Commonwealth
Forces 1914 - 1918

• Hear, appreciate and challenge the experiences, difficulties and strategies
employed on the Western Front

4 - 8 October 2019
13 - 17 July 2020

• Enjoy an overview of the major events involving the British and Empire forces
• Investigate the actions around Mons, Ypres, the Somme and Arras

• The perfect introduction or ‘aide memoire’ to the First World War in France
and Belgium

£1,695
Day 1 Eurostar London - Lille. The
Mons Salient
Day 2 The retreat from Mons and
the Somme 1916

HISTORY

Day 3 Villers-Bretonneux, Cachy,

Starting as a war of manoeuvre,
the German armies swept through
Belgium until the battles for the
frontiers brought them to a halt and
trench warfare ensued. The next 3
years saw the Allies attempt to break
the deadlock through a succession
of costly battles: Ypres, Loos,
Neuve Chapelle and The Somme.
Innovations in warfare on both sides
saw the armies on the move once
more in the final months of the war.

Thiepval, Beaumont-Hamel & Serre
Day 4 Loos, Vimy Ridge, Neuve
Chapelle & Menin Gate ceremony
Day 5 The Ypres Salient. Eurostar
Lille - London

with Dr Bruce Cherry
An author and former university lecturer with his PhD in
military history, Bruce has been guiding on the Western
Front since the late 1980s. As an academic, his tours
emphasise the learning aspect that is to be gained from
battlefield touring.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Medics and Padres:

• Discover the often-untold stories of those who saved the soldiers of
the Great War

The Non-Fighting Heroes
of World War One
30 July - 2 August 2020

HIGHLIGHTS

£1,395

• Uncover acts of heroism and gallantry, including recipients of the Victoria
and Military Cross
• Explore life away from the trenches and the incredible work to treat the
wounded
• Stay in Ypres, a major British and Commonwealth hub behind the front lines

HISTORY
Because of its industrial nature, the
number of casualties in the First
World War was on a scale never
seen before. You may know some
of the names we come across, such
as ‘Woodbine Willie’, John McCrae
and Vera Brittain, but we also pay
tribute to the ‘unsung heroes’ of the
war, the countless doctors, nurses,
VAD’s, stretcher bearers, orderlies
and padres who provided treatment,
care and comfort to the men on the
front-line.

Tunnellers on the
Western Front:

Day 3 Casualty Clearing Stations
and Talbot House

Day 2 Birr Crossroads, Tyne Cot &
Ypres

Day 4 Wimereux, Ètaples & Le
Touquet. Eurostar Lille - London

with Simon Jones
First World War author Simon Jones MA was formerly
curator at the Royal Engineers and King’s Liverpool
Regiment Museums. He has taught at Liverpool and
Lancaster Universities and has master’s degrees from
Liverpool and Leicester Universities. Simon has been
guiding battlefield tours around the world since 1997.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Discover the secret underground front of the First World War
• Access rarely visited sites on an adventure through warrens of tunnels,
chambers and passageways

The Underground War

12 - 15 June 2020

Day 1 Eurostar London - Lille. Essex
Farm & Menin Gate ceremony

£1,395

• Learn about the enormous courage of the tunnellers on both sides
• Stay in historic Ypres and Arras
Day 1 Eurostar London - Lille.
Givenchy and the Ypres Salient
Day 2 The Battle of Messines and
the Menin Gate

HISTORY
By 1916, more than 20,000 British
tunnellers faced an equal number
of Germans underground. Galleries
met deep below no man’s land,
sometimes breaking into one another
and resulting in hand-to-hand fighting.
Much of this desperate struggle
served only to preserve a precarious
equilibrium but huge charges, placed
at great risk, were blown at the
opening of the Battle of the Somme
and the Battle of Messines when 19
mines launched the devastating attack.
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Day 3 The Somme: Hawthorn and
Lochnagar craters and Bouzincourt
Caves
Day 4 Arras and Vimy Ridge.
Eurostar Lille - London

with Simon Jones
Simon Jones MA has guided at battlefields around the
world since 1997. A former lecturer at Liverpool and
Lancaster Universities, Simon is the acclaimed author of
‘Underground Warfare 1914-18’ and has conducted
painstaking research into this little-known aspect of the
Great War.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

Salonika:

HIGHLIGHTS

War in the Birdcage

• Explore one of the least visited and much overlooked campaigns of the
First World War

26 April - 1 May 2020

£1,895

• Tour the quiet, untouched area of Northern Greece and FYR Macedonia
• Visit some of the best-preserved battlefields of the Great War
• Unforgettable landscapes of spectacular mountains, picturesque Lake Doiran,
verdant vegetation and rustic villages

HISTORY
The Salonika front was formed as
a failed attempt to protect Serbia
against a combined German, AustroHungarian and Bulgarian attack. A
front line was established which saw
various actions until an allied advance
in September 1918 led to the collapse
of Bulgaria and Serbia’s liberation.
The Salonika front is characterised
by the mix of nationalities and armies
stationed there and the terrible
conditions endured by the soldiers,
which inflicted more casualties than
the fighting itself.

Italy during the
First World War:

Day 4 Devil’s Eye Bunker, The Hilt
& Petit Couronne

Day 2 The Birdcage defence line
and Struma Valley

Day 5 Kosturino battlefield, 10th
Irish Division memorial

Day 3 Doiran battlefield, Hill 340
& boat ride

Day 6 Doiran Memorial and Greek
military cemetery. Fly Thessaloniki London

with Alan Wakefield
Head of First World War & Early 20th Century Conflict at
the IWM, Alan Wakefield is the co-author of ‘Under the
Devil’s Eye: Britain’s Forgotten Army at Salonika 19151918’. He is Chairman of the Salonika Campaign Society
and a member of the British Commission for Military
History.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Gaze down on the Isonzo Valley from the San Michelle Heights
• Visit trenches and bunkers carved out of the mountainside

Battles in the
Mountains and Clouds
16 - 21 September 2020

Day 1 Fly London - Thessaloniki.
Lembet Road cemetery

• Walk the astounding Grenadier’s Mule track carved into the edge of Monte
Cengio
£1,975

• Enjoy magnificent breath-taking Alpine scenery
Day 1 Fly London - Venice
Day 2 Isonzo, Monte San Michele
& Redipuglia
Day 3 The battles of Korbarid &
Caporetto

Day 5 Asiago Plateau and Monte
Belvedere
Day 6 Nervessa and the Piave. Fly
Venice - London

Day 4 Asiago, Monte Cengio & the
Grenadier mule track

HISTORY
When Italy finally joined the war, the
only practical front to open was along
the River Isonzo, where she made
11 failed attacks at the Ljubljana
Gap until finally being thwarted
at Caporetto. This resulted in the
arrival of British and French forces
around Asiago to bolster the Italian
positions. This small force played a
disproportional role in repelling the
Austro-Hungarian forces on the Piave
and spearheaded the pursuit during
the final battle of Vittorio Veneto.

with Major Gordon Corrigan
Military historian, author and TV personality Major
Gordon Corrigan MBE is an Honorary Research Fellow of
the Universities of Birmingham and Kent and a Member of
the British Commission for Military History. He has written
several books and presented five series on military history,
including the First World War.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Lawrence of Arabia:

HIGHLIGHTS

Jordan & the Arab Revolt

• Follow the fortunes of Lawrence of Arabia, archaeologist, liaison officer and
architect of the Arab Rebellion

22 - 30 November 2020
28 March - 5 April 2021

£2,995

• See Wadi Rum, Hejaz Railway, Petra, the Dead Sea, Aqaba, Amman and
Kerak Crusader Castle
• A seemingly unending series of dramatic and exotic locations
• History, architecture and archaeology - a truly exciting cultural experience!
Day 1 Fly London - Amman
Day 2 Explore Jordan’s capital,
including its Roman Ruins

HISTORY
The Arab Revolt was one of the most
successful campaigns of the First
World War. Conceived and plotted
by the Arab Bureau, Lawrence and
his colleagues brought the Bedouin
uprising to life. Using guerrilla
tactics and superior knowledge of
geography and tribal alliances, the
irregular Bedouin forces, supported
by Lawrence, secured numerous
dramatic victories – keeping tens of
thousands of enemy troops tied down
trying to defend their supply line - until
their triumphant entry into Damascus.

Day 6 4x4 desert ride following the
Railway War actions
Day 7 A full day exploring Petra

Day 3 Hejaz Railway, Azraq and
desert castles

Day 8 Nabataean Siq al-Barid and
the Dead Sea

Day 4 Kerak Crusader castle and
Abu al-Lissan battlefield

Day 9 Fly Amman - London
(optional 2-day extension offered see website for details)

Day 5 Aqaba. Overnight Wadi Rum

with Neil Faulkner
Neil Faulkner is a leading conflict archaeologist and
military historian, and also works as a writer, editor,
lecturer, and occasional broadcaster. He is the editor
of Military History Monthly and the author of numerous
books. His many TV appearances include Channel 4’s
Time Team, BBC2’s Timewatch, and Sky Atlantic’s The
British.

Walking the Somme:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Battle Explored on Foot

• Walk the Somme battlefields to truly understand the past through
the landscape

29 May - 1 June 2020

• Explore the preserved former front line, to woods scarred by trenches
and bunkers

£1,395

• Combine eyewitness accounts with scholarly insights to appreciate the
battle and its impacts
• Includes fighting from 1915 through to the final ‘Hundred Days’ of 1918
Day 1 Eurostar London - Lille.
The Serre Front
Day 2 Gommecourt diversion Hebuterne, Rossignol Wood & Flers

HISTORY
The Allied disaster of 1 July 1916
was followed by a series of failed
attacks against a well-prepared
adversary. At enormous cost the
British began to learn how to defeat
its opponent, with innovations such as
night attacks, tanks, and commands
coordination. But the Germans also
evolved an in-depth defence, to which
the British would again have to adapt.
Only in the last months of 1918 did
the revolutionary changes bear fruit
for the Allies.
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Day 4 Amiens battlefield. Eurostar
Lille - London

Day 3 Beaumont Hamel, Bazentin
Ridge & High Wood

with Simon Jones
Simon Jones MA has written several books on warfare
during the First World War and has taught the subject at
both Liverpool and Lancaster Universities. Formerly curator
at the Royal Engineers and King’s Liverpool Regiment
Museums, Simon has guided at battlefields around the
world since 1997.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Doughboys
Turn the Tide:

HIGHLIGHTS
• Discover the much-overlooked role of the AEF in WWI

American Expeditionary Force
in The First World War

22 - 26 September 2020

£1,675

• Explore the ground and hear the stories of their crucial and heroic
contribution to victory
• Experience the deep valleys, thick forests and fortified positions of the
Meuse-Argonne area

Day 1 Eurostar London - Paris.
Meaux, Belleau Wood & AisneMarne
Day 2 Battle of the Marne and the
Lost Battalion
HISTORY
The Americans were drawn into the
First World War in mid-1917. At first
American troops were ‘drip-fed’ onto
the frontline, but by the armistice
there were 1.4 million US troops
on the western front. Led by MajorGeneral Pershing, the AEF became a
key player in the last ‘Hundred Days’
which ultimately ended the war. Their
heaviest involvement came in the
Meuse-Argonne Offensive, fought over
much of the ground associated with
the 1916 Battle of Verdun.

Day 3 Meuse Heights,
Montfaucon, Pennsylvania Division

memorials & Romagne Cemetery
Day 4 The Yankee Divisions,
Montsec & St Mihiel Cemetery
Day 5 Fleury, Fort Douaumont &
French National Ossuary.
Eurostar Paris - London

with Dr Bruce Cherry
A former university lecturer with a PhD in military history,
Bruce has been guiding on the Western Front since the
late 1980s. Author of ‘They Didn’t Want to Die Virgins’,
as an academic, his tours very much emphasise the
learning aspect that is to be gained from battlefield
touring.

1918: The Hundred Days

HIGHLIGHTS

Advance to Victory!

• Discover some of the major actions of 1918, covering a large proportion of
the Western Front

27 - 30 September 2020

£1,395

• Villers Bretonneux, Saint Quentin, Le Quesnoy, Mons and Compiegne
• See how technology, tactics and attitudes developed as we visit preserved
trenches, museum and cemeteries
• Stay in charismatic Amiens, imperial Compeigne and historic Arras
Day 1 Eurostar London - Lille.
Kaiserschlacht and Lys

Day 3 Breaking the Hindenburg
Line and Compiegne

Day 2 The Hundred Days Offensive
and the Somme Valley

Day 4 The final shots, Sambre, Le
Quesnoy & Mons. Eurostar Lille London

HISTORY
The first half of 1918 saw both British
and French Armies close to collapse
before the entry of the USA into the
war. The year finished with what has
been called ‘The Last Hundred Days’:
the remarkable but costly breakout
from Amiens; the breaking of the
Hindenburg Line; and four years of
carnage coming to an end within a
few hundred yards of where the first
shots had been fired at Mons.

with Dr Bruce Cherry
A former university lecturer and a battlefield guide since
the late 1980s, Bruce has previously published books on
the First World War. Having operated a range of Western
Front tours out of Lille for many years, his tours emphasise
the learning aspect to be gained from battlefield touring.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Second World War

Each of our expert led Second World War tours are distinctive and
will resonate at different levels as we explore the locations, stories
and significance of a war that defined a generation. We combine the
battlefields with important cultural sites and monuments, offering
comprehensive tours led by our expert authors, historians or ex-military
personnel.
Many of those participating will have relatives who fought or died in
the locations we visit – which makes these battlefield tours all the more
realistic and poignant. We encourage those with family connections to
bring the stories with them and share them with other participants – thus
ensuring a ‘living history’ experience.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

D-Day:

HIGHLIGHTS
• Discover the Normandy Landings from the common soldier’s perspective

Operation Overlord
17 - 21 July 2020

• Pegasus Bridge, Pointe du Hoc and Longues Sur Mer
£1,795

• Explore the American and British experiences at Omaha and Gold Beaches
• Hear about the desperate German defence in the face of the Allied invasion

Day 1 Eurostar London - Paris, train
to Normandy
Day 2 Pegasus Bridge, Merville
Battery, La Riviere & Gold Beach
HISTORY
On 6th June, the largest amphibious
invasion in history breached the
Atlantic Wall, opening the way for
the Second Front and contributing to
the defeat of Hitler’s Third Reich. The
flanks were secured by audacious
airborne landings and troops landed
on five beaches: Utah, Omaha,
Gold, Juno and Sword, with varying
success. Some forces were able to
thrust inland immediately, others had
to contend with withering German
fire, a rising tide and an increasingly
crowded beach.

Day 3 Ste-Mere-Eglise, La Fiere,
Utah Beach, Port-en-Bessin &
Longues sur Mer

Day 4 Pointe Du Hoc, Omaha
Beach & American National
Cemetery
Day 5 CWGC Cemetery and
museum. Eurostar Paris - London

with Dr Simon Trew
Lecturer at The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst,
Dr Simon Trew has written numerous books on the
Normandy Campaign and has appeared in several TV
documentaries and live broadcasts on this most fascinating
and controversial of military campaigns, which gave him
an ‘Emmy’ nomination in 2009.

The Battle of Britain:

HIGHLIGHTS

The RAF’s Finest Hour

• Visit the front-line airfields, bases and crucial support services locations of
RAF Fighter command

22 - 26 July 2020

£1,795

• Hear tales of heroic deeds and imagine the desperate aerial duals in the
skies above
• Enjoy superb period aircraft collections, including Spitfires, Hurricanes and
Messerschmitts
• A rare chance to sit in the cockpit of a Spitfire and learn the controls
Day 1 Depart London. Bentley
Priory and Uxbridge
Day 2 Dramatic dogfights,
Tangmere, Newhaven & Beachy
Head

HISTORY
In the summer of 1940, the German
Luftwaffe sent sortie after sortie across
the English Channel with objective
of clearing the skies in preparation
of a full-scale invasion of Southern
England. Vastly outnumbered, fewer
than 3000 young men flew multiple
daily sorties against the mighty
Luftwaffe but despite horrendous
casualties they ultimately prevailed
through inspirational leadership,
professionalism, technological
innovation and the dedication of a
myriad of supporting ground crew.

Day 4 Fascinating aircraft
collections at Manston and
Hawkinge
Day 5 Biggin Hill Heritage Hangar,
return to London

Day 3 Early warning systems and
ground-breaking surgeries

with Colonel Paul Beaver
Author and historian, Colonel Paul Beaver is an
acknowledged expert on the Spitfire, the Battle of Britain
and Naval Aviation. He regularly appears as a studio
‘expert’ for international news broadcasters and has
advised on and presented several commemorations,
including Channel 4’s Battle of Britain at Goodwood.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Darkness Visible:

HIGHLIGHTS
• Explore the story of the Third Reich, from 1919 Munich to 1945 Berlin

The Rise and Fall
of Nazi Germany
12 - 18 September 2019
10 - 16 September 2020

• Visit Munich, site of the 1923 Beerhall Putsch, Nazi party HQ
and the 1938 conference
• Dachau, Berchtesgaden, Nuremberg, Wannsee and Berlin
£2,695

HISTORY
Munich, 1919. An unknown Austrian
corporal walks into a beerhall...and
the rest is history. The remarkable
rise of Adolf Hitler from obscurity to
Germany’s dictatorial Fuhrer, and
finally to the overlordship of occupied
Europe, is the story of a catastrophe
unparalleled in human history. The
Nazi dream of a racially pure Third
Reich, and the quest for Lebensraum
in Russia, turned Germany into a
totalitarian state and plunged the
world into war.

• Visit the cultural capital of Bayreuth and have lunch in the Eagle’s Nest
Day 1 Fly London - Munich. Dinner
at Hofbrauhaus

Day 5 Nuremberg rally grounds,
Congress Hall & courtroom

Day 2 Dachau concentration camp
and tour of Nazi Munich

Day 6 Visit Bayreuth, the Nazi
cultural capital

Day 3 Berchtesgaden, Hitler’s rural
retreat and the Eagle’s Nest

Day 7 Wannsee & Berlin.
Fly Berlin - London

Day 4 Berghof, Hitler’s idyllic
mountain home

with Nigel Jones
An authority on the rise of Nazism and Fascism, Nigel
has been guiding historical tours of Germany and Italy
for several years. Former deputy editor of ‘History Today’
and a founding editor of ‘BBC History’ magazine, Nigel
writes and reviews regularly for these and other national
newspapers and magazines.

Dictator:

HIGHLIGHTS

Mussolini & Italian Fascism

• The complete Mussolini and Italian Fascism story, from its violent beginning
to its inglorious end

7 - 14 October 2019
12 - 19 October 2020

£2,875

• Il Duce’s private office, Rome’s EUR quarter, the Salo Republic & Piazzale
Loreto
• Tour Mussolini’s home town of Predappio, with a special guest appearance
from his granddaughter
• Visit Rome, Milan, the Apennine mountains, Lake Garda and Lake Como
Day 1 Fly London - Rome
Day 2 Palazzo Venezia, the EUR
quarter & Villa Torlonia

HISTORY
Mussolini invented Fascism in 1919.
Soon after, he and his followers
marched on Rome and he was in
power as Italy’s dictator. At first,
the regime was admired by many
for its achievements and dynamism.
But, as Mussolini fell under Hitler’s
sinister power, and his aggressive
attempts to build a new Roman
Empire floundered, he led the country
to defeat in WW2 and his own life
ended as violently as his career had
begun.
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Day 3 Foro Italico stadium,
Ardeantine caves & Mussolini’s
mountain rescue
Day 4 Tour Mussolini’s home town,
Predappio, with his granddaughter

Day 5 Villa Carpena, Verona and
Lake Garda
Day 6 The Salo Republic and
Vittoriale degli Italiani
Day 7 Lake Como, Mussolini’s
capture & execution
Day 8 Milan and Piazzale Loreto.
Fly Milan - London

with Nigel Jones
Historian and journalist, Nigel Jones is an authority on
the rise of Nazism and Fascism between the world wars.
He is the former deputy editor on ‘History Today’ and a
founding editor of ‘BBC History’ magazine. Nigel has
been guiding tours of Germany and Italy for several years.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

Operation Mercury:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Battle for Crete

• Explore the fascinating story of a high-risk operation fought across the
stunning Mediterranean landscape

11 - 17 October 2020

£2,375

• Visit the Maleme and Prison Valley landings and hard-fought action sites
along the dramatic coastline
• Chania, Rethymnon, Iraklion, the White Mountains and Sfakia
• Traverse beaches, green coastal plains, imposing mountains and gorges,
hillside villages and vibrant towns

Day 1 Fly London - Chania
Day 2 Maleme Airfield, Prison
Valley & Galatas

HISTORY
Operation Mercury was the first
and only time in history that a
strategic objective has been taken by
airborne forces alone. Despite being
forewarned, General Freyberg’s
Commonwealth forces, recently
evacuated from Greece, were overrun
by Hitler’s elite Fallschirmjaeger
(Parachute) regiments. The tour will
chart and examine how successive
waves of German parachute, glider
and air-landed mountain troops
managed to seize the island, vastly
outnumbered and in the face of
crippling losses.

The Eastern Front:

Day 4 Allied retreat through the
White Mountains

Day 6 The battle for Heraklion and
Knossos Minoan Palace
Day 7 Fly Heraklion - London

with Colonel Bob Kershaw
Military historian, author & commentator, Colonel
Bob Kershaw joined the Parachute Regiment in 1973
and commanded 10 PARA. An established historian,
he has published twelve books, written many articles
in the national press and featured in numerous TV
documentaries.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Investigate the turning points of the Great Patriotic War: the battles of
Moscow, Stalingrad and Kursk

Russia 1941 - 1943
4 - 14 May 2020

Day 3 Chania and Souda Bay

Day 5 Rethymnon, Frangokastello,
Prevalli Monastery & Stavromenos

£4,495

• Witness the magnificent Victory Day parade in Stalingrad
• Explore traditional Russia and sample its history, architecture and landscapes
• View the preserved trench lines and bunkers at Borodino

HISTORY
The battle for Moscow during 19412 was the first time a German Army
was repelled during World War Two.
A second offensive in 1942 ran out
of momentum when it engaged in
a battle of attrition at Stalingrad.
Yet another Soviet surprise winter
counter offensive surrounded and
overwhelmed Paulus’s Sixth Army.
The German offensive at Kursk in
1943 was the final gamble, achieving
a fleeting tactical success, but the
strategic initiative was irretrievably lost.

Day 1 Fly London - Moscow

boat trip & factory district

Day 2 Kubinka Tank Museum and
Patriot Park

Day 7 The Great Patriotic War
Museum

Day 3 Borodino battlefield and the
defence of Moscow

Day 8 Ponyri, Teplov Heights,
Rokossovky’s headquarters

Day 4 The German attack of
Stalingrad

Day 9 Explore the Prokhorovka
trenches, guns & museum

Day 5 The Soviet defence of
Stalingrad

Day 10 Tour central Moscow,
including the Kremlin

Day 6 Victory Day parade, Volga

Day 11 Fly Moscow - London

with Dr Matthias Strohn
Sandhurst academic and German military expert, Dr
Matthias Strohn is a keen battlefield guide, having led
tours from Normandy to Stalingrad. Head of Historical
Analysis at the Centre for Historical Analysis and Conflict
Research, he has written and edited seven books and
numerous articles on modern warfare.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Holocaust:

April, September & October 2020

Poland & The Nazi Death Camps

Price £2,350

HIGHLIGHTS
We visit the sites of the former ghettos
in Warsaw, Lublin and Krakow
alongside the concentration and
death camps of Treblinka, Majdanek,
Belzec and Auschwitz-Birkenau. We
will look at the struggle against Nazi
oppression, visiting the scenes of the
1943 Ghetto Uprising and the 1944
Warsaw Uprising, and enjoy guided
tours of the historic cities of Warsaw
and Krakow. We will sample much of
the local culture and visit the worldfamous salt mine at Wieliczka.

HISTORY

Day 1 Fly London - Warsaw

Six million Poles died during WWII,
half of whom were Jews. The largest
of the death camps set up after the
German occupation was AuschwitzBirkenau, where over one million
people died. The ‘killing’ camp of
Treblinka was said to be able to
murder over 1000 people per hour at
its peak. The narrative of the tour is
about the shift from Polish to European
Jews and the evolution of policy from
concentration camps to death camps.

Day 2 Visit the Jewish Ghetto, the
Warsaw Uprising and Umschlagplatz,
the POLIN Museum and Jewish
cemetery
Day 3 Spend the morning at
Treblinka extermination camp, then
explore Lublin and its imposing castle
in the afternoon.
Day 4 Visit Majdanek, the most
preserved concentration camp from
the Holocaust, before seeing the
death camp of Belzec

Day 5 Travel to Krakow and enjoy
a tour of the architectural and cultural
wealth of the Old Town
Day 6 Spend the day exploring the
concentration and death camps of
Auschwitz and Birkenau
Day 7 Explore the Jewish Quarter
before travelling to the 700-year-old
salt mine at Wieliczka. Fly Krakow London

DEPARTURES

1 - 7 April 2020		
with Dr Isabel Wollaston

9 - 15 September 2020
with Dr Alex Korb

Dr Isabel Wollaston is a Senior Lecturer
in Jewish and Holocaust Studies at the
University of Birmingham.

Dr Alex Korb is Deputy Director of the
Stanley Burton Centre for Holocaust
and Genocide Studies.

7 - 13 October 2020 with Expert Guide TBC
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

Holocaust Landscapes:

16 - 22 September 2020

The Geography of the Holocaust

£2,395

HIGHLIGHTS
Journey from Prague, through Vienna
and on to Budapest and discover
something of the varied experiences
of Jews and other victims of Nazi
Germany in this region. We will
explore several different former Jewish
ghettos such as: the ‘model’ ghetto
in Terezin and the multiple ghettos
in Budapest; the site of euthanasia
killings at the castle in Hartheim;
and the former slave labour camp
of Mauthausen. We will hear stories
of resistance and revenge at Lidice;
rescue and murder in the International
ghetto of Budapest; and uncover
some of the less familiar Holocaust
landscapes that are found in this
fascinating region.

HISTORY
This tour takes in some of the countries
occupied by Nazi Germany: Austria
annexed into the Reich in 1938;
Czechoslovakia occupied in 1939;
and Hungary which was not overrun
until the spring of 1944. Under the
occupation, the country’s Jews were
subjected to different anti-Jewish
measures including forced emigration,
forced labour, concentration and
deportation. Occupation also brought
non-Jewish neighbours into the
story, with reactions ranging from
collaboration through to resistance.
There are important sites of Holocaust
history and memory that lie along the
route of our tour through the heart of
what was German-occupied Central
Europe.

Day 1 Fly London - Prague. Explore
the Jewish Quarter, including the
Pinkas Synagogue and Old Jewish
Cemetery
Day 2 Visit the ‘model Jewish
settlement’ at Terezin and the site of
the Lidice massacre
Day 3 Explore Hartheim Castle,
centre for the Nazi euthanasia
program, before enjoying a walking
tour of Linz

‘extermination through labour’
Day 5 Tour of Jewish Vienna and
a special evening visit to the Freud
Museum
Day 6 Travel to Budapest where we
will explore the Pest Ghetto, Dohany
Synagogue and Yellow Star Houses
Day 7 Visit the Holocaust Memorial
Centre and explore the International
Ghetto. Fly Budapest - London

Day 4 Spend the day at Mauthausen
Concentration Camp, infamous for its

with Professor Tim Cole
A Professor of Social History, Tim Cole is a lecturer at
the University of Bristol and is an expert on the history,
representation and memorialisation of the Holocaust. He
is the author of multiple books on the subject, including
Holocaust Landscapes, the inspiration for this tour.
For full details on this tour, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Battle for Berlin:
From the Oder to the Reichstag
17 - 22 April 2020

£1,945

HIGHLIGHTS
• Explore the decisive action that brought an end to the war in Europe
• Discover the fierce fighting, from the Red Army crossing the Oder to the fall
of Berlin
• Seelow Heights, Zossen Bunker Complex, Tempelhof Airport and the
Olympic Stadium
• Stay in Berlin, a vibrant, bustling and culturally rich metropolis
Day 1 Fly London - Berlin

Ploetzensee Prison

Day 2 Crossing the Oder,
Schlosspark & Seelow Heights

Day 5 Battle for the Reichstag,
Treptow Park & German-Russian
Museum

Day 3 Zossen Bunker Complex and
Tempelhof Airport
Day 4 Tour of WW2 Berlin and

HISTORY
It took the Red Army three months
to take Berlin. It was defended by
45,000 regular troops supplemented
by the police, the Hitler Youth and
Volkssturm. The fighting began with
a ferocious artillery barrage, adding
to the city’s destruction. Although
defended stoically, the continuous
waves of Soviet attacks, the Germans’
limited resources and the brutal house
to house fighting meant there was
only going to be one outcome and the
city surrendered on 2nd May 1945.

with Major Nigel Dunkley

The Battle of the Bulge:

HIGHLIGHTS

The Ardennes Offensive
1944-45
7 - 11 December 2020

Day 6 Wannsee Villa & Cecilienhof
Palace. Fly Berlin - London

Major Nigel Dunkley is a retired Defence Attaché at the
British Embassy Berlin. His experience in the city has
enabled him to study the campaigns from both sides,
adding an extra ‘insider’ aspect to his tours. He has
featured in multiple TV series on WW2 and the Cold War.

• Discover the stories of the dramatic Elsenborn Ridge, tragic Baugnez, St. Vith
and legendary Bastogne
• Explore the experiences of the pressured commanders and the desperate
soldiers and civilians

£1,645

• Reflect on the cost of Hitler’s last gamble at American, British and German
cemeteries
• Visit the Bastogne War Museum, with its unique artefacts and rare
photographs and films
Day 1 Eurostar London - Brussels.
Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery
Day 2 6th Waffen SS, Baugnez,
Stoumount & Le Gleize

HISTORY
In Summer 1944, the Allied
momentum seemed unstoppable
until Operation Market Garden
failed. Hitler, under pressure on two
fronts, decided on a last gamble. On
16 December 1944, he launched
a counteroffensive through the
Ardennes. Hitler wanted to capture
Antwerp and tear apart the seam
between American and British forces.
The Führer hoped this would make
the Western Front collapse, thus
changing the course of the war when
all seemed lost for Nazi Germany.
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Day 3 5th Panzer Army, St Vith &

Parker’s Crossroads
Day 4 Mardasson Memorial, Jack’s
Wood, Bastogne & Assenois
Day 5 Bastogne War Museum.
Eurostar Brussels - London

with Dr Peter Schrijvers
Academic historian Dr Peter Schrijvers is the author of
six books on the Second World War and the Ardennes
offensive and currently serves as a historical advisor
for the Bastogne Memorial. He specializes in making
us understand how ordinary people experience the
extraordinary circumstances of battle.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Burma Campaign 1942 - 1945:

6 - 18 March 2020

The Road Past Mandalay

Price £3,995

HIGHLIGHTS
Combining the mysticism of Myanmar
with the dramatic history of the Burma
campaign against the Japanese
from 1942 - 45, this superb tour
encompasses bustling Rangoon,
iconic Bagan, legendary Mandalay,
a cruise down the Irrawaddy, the
Burma Death Railway and the
Maymyo hill station. Stand in awe
at incredible ancient and colonial
architecture; travel through stunning
verdant countryside; and visit places
staunchly defended, often to the
last by both Allied and Japanese
soldiers, to understand the tragedies
of the campaign culminating in the
masterstroke delivered by General Bill
Slim and his ‘Forgotten Army’.

HISTORY
The December 1941 Japanese
invasion of Southeast Asia resulted in
the fall of Malaysia, Singapore and
Burma. In 1943 they returned to the
offensive, only to be defeated on the
Indian border at Imphal and Kohima
by July 1944. Early 1945 saw the
British 14th Army pushing towards
the Irrawaddy valley. Slim drew the
Japanese towards Mandalay whilst he
crossed the river to the south to seize
the crucial rail junction at Meiktila
and by May Rangoon was once
again in British hands. The fighting
in harsh jungle conditions resulted in
70,000 Allied deaths and many of
those who were captured were forced
to construct the aptly named Death
Railway.

Days 1 & 2 - Fly overnight from
London to Rangoon via Bangkok
Day 3 Tour colonial Rangoon and
visits the sacred Shwedagon Pagoda
and famous Scott’s Market
Day 4 Travel to Moulmein, view the
eastern perimeter ridge and walk the
2nd Gurkha Brigade evacuation route
Day 5 Explore the Burma Death
Railway, walk along the tracks,
visit the museum and visit the
Thanbyuzayat cemetery
Day 6 Follow the Japanese invasion
route, stopping at the Bilin River Line
and the disastrous Sittang Bridge
Day 7 Fly to Mandalay. Drive to the
colonial hill station of Maymyo

Day 8 Explore picturesque Maymyo
and travel to Mandalay via the site of
Mike Calvert’s Jungle Warfare School
Day 9 Climb Mandalay Hill and
visit the Mahamuni Paya temple and
Shwe In bin Kyaungr monastery and
bustling Mandalay markets
Day 10 Enjoy a relaxing day cruise
up the Irrawaddy River to Bagan
Day 11 A full day exploring the
UNESCO ancient city of Bagan,
with its graceful temples, stupas and
pagodas
Day 12 Fly to Rangoon. Pay
your respects at the Taukkyan War
Cemetery and the Rangoon Memorial
Day 13 Fly Rangoon - London via
Bangkok or book our Thailand tour
extension (see website for details)

with Colonel Mike Bradley
Colonel Mike Bradley served as Infantryman for 40 years
and has been a professional battlefield tour guide for over
16 years. He combines his comprehensive knowledge
of World War Two with his worldwide battlefield touring
experience to present a historical narrative full of
evaluation, contrast and comparison.
For full details on this tour, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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Modern & Cross Periods

Every location has a history, a goldmine of
stories and secrets to share about the conflicts,
events and encounters that happen within its
boundaries. In recognition of this we offer a
variety of tours that explore these collections
of moments in exciting, often lesser known
locations around the world, from Kaliningrad to
Malta, Korea to Nepal.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

Fortress Malta:

HIGHLIGHTS

From The Knights of St John
to World War Two
16 - 21 November 2019

£1,825

• Discover the wonderfully varied and scenic island of Malta and its extensive
military history
• Uncover ancient Mdina, the Knights of St John, Napoleon’s occupation,
Victorian fortifications and the WW2 siege
• Enjoy palaces, fortresses, coastal drives, boat trips, underground shelters
and secret command posts
• Hear personal stories from the land, air and sea battles of the
Second World War

Day 1 Fly London - Malta
Day 2 The Great Siege 1565 and
Valetta

HISTORY
Malta has stood at the strategic
crossroads of the Mediterranean for
centuries. It was the scene of two of
the most cataclysmic sieges in military
history: the Great Siege of 1565
when the Knights of St John held out
against superior Ottoman forces;
and the Second World War siege of
1940-43 when British and Maltese
forces held out against the might
of Hitler and Mussolini, making a
significant contribution to the outcome
of the war.

Nepal and the Gurkhas:
The Land of the Himalayas
16 - 28 November 2019

£2,995

HISTORY
Nepal’s history is a kaleidoscope
of conquest, expansion and war
combined with the magnificent
architecture of the various rulers and
stunning scenery. United under the
King of Gorkha, war with Britain in
1814-16 led to both sides agreeing
that they would rather be allies. As a
result, the Gurkhas have soldiered for
the British for over 200 years.

Day 3 St Paul’s Bay, Red Tower &
Fort Rinella

Day 4 Mosta, Imtafa, Mdina,
Ta’qali museum & Dingli cliffs
Day 5 The Maritime War and
Malta War Museum
Day 6 Lascaris War Rooms. Fly
Malta - London

with Major-General Ashley Truluck
Major-General Ashley Truluck has led battlefield studies
throughout his military career and has carried that passion
through to his second career. He is Chairman of the Army
Society for Historical Research and leads a number of
popular tours to Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal and
Malta each year.
HIGHLIGHTS
• Explore the spectacular culture and geography of Nepal
• UNESCO temple Pushupatinath, ancient Bhaktapur, Darbar, Pokhara and
Kathmandu
• Jungle, Safari, Gurkha hill villages and elephants
Days 1 & 2 Fly London Kathmandu via Doha

Day 8 Gachok village, Gurkha
Museum, British Gurkha Post

Day 3 Boudhanath, UNESCO
Pushupatinath and Bhaktapur

Day 9 Bachauli village and
Chitwan National Park

Day 4 The Trishuli Valley and
Bandipur hill village

Day 10 Canoe ride, jungle
exploration and Safari drive

Day 5 Climb the Darbar, Gurkha
Area Welfare Centre

Day 11 Elephant breeding centre
and Safari drive

Day 6 Himalayan Gorkha Gaun
Resort

Day 12 Explore Kathmandu

Day 7 Travel to Pokhara and meet
Gurkha veterans

Day 13 Fly Kathmandu - London via
Doha

with Major Gordon Corrigan
Major Gordon Corrigan MBE was an officer of the Royal
Gurkha Rifles. Now a military historian and author, he
is an Honorary Research Fellow of the Universities of
Birmingham and Kent.

For full details on these tours, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Spanish Civil War:
The Battles for Madrid
21 - 26 October 2020

£2,225

HIGHLIGHTS
• Discover beautiful Madrid with its uniquely rich historical and cultural
background
• Explore the battles on the periphery and the exploits of the British and
American volunteers
• Valley of the Fallen, the Alto del Leon bunkers, Jarama and the Guadarrama
Pass
• See medieval Toledo’s imposing Alcazar and Picasso’s war inspired
Guernica

HISTORY
The Spanish Civil War was a
bloody conflict that led to half a
million deaths and 30 years of
dictatorship. A noninterventionist
policy was adopted by most western
governments, yet 40,000 individuals
from 50 countries volunteered to
fight for the Republicans, and 1,500
foreign nationals volunteered to fight
for the Nationalists (alongside military
contingents from Germany and Italy).
Amongst their ranks were left-wing
writers such as George Orwell and
John Cornford and anti-communists
like Peter Kemp.

Kaliningrad: Russia’s
Forgotten Exclave

A Military History of
Konigsberg & East Prussia
30 August - 4 September 2020

£2,295

Day 1 Fly London - Madrid.
Guadalajara battlefield

Day 4 Reina Sofia Museum and
Picasso & Ciudad Universitaria

Day 2 Puerto de Guaderrama, El
Escorial & Valle de los Caidos

Day 5 Jarama battlefield and
museum & Temple of Debod

Day 3 Alcazar, Toledo & Casa de
Campo Nationalist positions

Day 6 Brunete battlefield.
Fly Madrid - London

with Colonel Ray Wilkinson
Col Ray Wilkinson is a military historian with a particular
interest in the British Battalion of the International
Brigades during the Spanish Civil War. A member of the
International Brigades Memorial Trust, the Battlefield Trust,
and the American Civil War Roundtable, Ray is fascinated
by the ‘human spirit’ aspects of military history.

HIGHLIGHTS
• Discover the former East Prussian capital, home of the Teutonic Knights
• Explore the rich military history, from the Seven Years War to
Napoleon to Hitler
• Visit the battles of Eylau, Friedland, Gumbinnen and Pillau

Day 1 Fly London - Kaliningrad via
Warsaw

Day 4 City centre tour and Pillau
seaport

Day 2 Eylau and Friedland
battlefields

Day 5 1914 Stulluponen,
Gumbiennen & Insterburg

Day 3 Discover WW2 Koenigsberg

Day 6 Gross Jagersdorf and Tilsit.
Fly Kaliningrad - London

HISTORY
Due to its proximity to Russia, the
former East Prussia has frequently
been the scene of conflict between the
two nations. During the Seven Years
War, the Prussian army was defeated
at Gross Jagesdorf, whilst fifty years
later it played host to the armies of
Napoleon and Tsar Alexander at
the battles of Eylau and Friedland in
1807. During WW2, it was flattened
by the RAF and besieged for almost
three months in 1945.
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with Alan Rooney
Founder director of The Cultural Experience, Alan Rooney
has been exploring and guiding the battlefields of the
Napoleonic Wars for 20 years. He is a Fellow of the
International Napoleonic Society and a member of the
Royal Historical Society and British Commission for
Military History.

To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Cold War:

23 - 28 August 2020

Berlin Station

Price £1,945

HIGHLIGHTS
Walking around Berlin today it is easy
to forget that this was once a strictly
divided city at the very forefront The
Cold War. Many of the symbols of
that time have all but disappeared:
the wall, watchtowers, checkpoints,
the Allied bases and airstrips. But
upon closer inspection and with
expert interpretation there is clear
evidence from those austere days of
ideological and military confrontation. Our six-day tour, mostly enjoyed
on foot under the guidance of former
British BRIXMIS ‘spy’ Nigel Dunkley,
will reveal extant escape tunnels,
the horrors of the East German Stasi
regime, distinctive DDR architecture,
spy -swap locations, Soviet army and
communications centres, bunkers and
underground ‘ghost’ stations.

HISTORY
When Germany surrendered in May
1945, the country and its capital
were split into four occupation zones
and jointly administered by an Allied
Control Council. The Russians left in
1948. In response, the Allies unified
their zones, prompting the Berlin
Blockade, Airlift and establishment of
West Germany and Soviet aligned
East Germany as sovereign states.
However, Berlin would continue to
be occupied and would become a
quasi-frontline of The Cold War until
reunification in 1990.

Day 1 Fly London - Berlin.
Tour Central Berlin, with stops at the
last Guard Tower and Checkpoint
Charlie

Day 4 Investigate secret spy swaps
at Checkpoint Charlie and Gleinicke
Bridge, and the Berlin Airlift at
Tempelhof Airport

Day 2 Discover the reign of fear at
the Stasi HQ, the Stasi Prison Museum
and East Side Gallery

Day 5 Explore the Ranets Soviet HQ
bunker complex, climb the Devil’s
mountain and visit the ELINT listening
post

Day 3 Uncover how the Allies
spied on the East, including a visit to
Clayallee and a secret tunnel

Day 6 Visit the Bernauerstrasse
museum with its moving wall stories
and glimpse a ‘Ghost’ station. Fly
Berlin - London

with Major Nigel Dunkley
Retired British Defence Attaché Major Nigel Dunkley
performed intelligence gathering duties in the former
communist East Germany with BRIXMIS during the Cold
War. He has featured on many successful TV series,
including German ZDF TV’s “Cold Fronts - military
espionage in the GDR” and the Lost Evidence Series.
For full details on this tour, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Vietnam War:

8 - 21 January 2020

From Defeat at Dien Bien Phu to the Fall of Saigon

Price £4,125

HIGHLIGHTS
This tour combines the key locations
of the Vietnam war, with the country’s
stunning highlights. Hanoi plays host
to fascinating museums and military
sites. We explore the battlefield of
Dien Bien Phu and savour Ha Long
Bay’s breath-taking vistas. We travel
to the former DMZ, visiting the Citadel
in Hue where some of the fiercest
fighting took place. Enjoy some ‘R&R’
at China beach, cruise the Mekong
Delta and explore the incredible Cu
Chi tunnels.
HISTORY

Day 1 Fly London - Hanoi

After the Battle of Dien Bien Phu,
Vietnam was divided along the 17th
parallel. North Vietnam continued
the fight, supported by China and
the USSR, while the US sided with
the South. American involvement
began in earnest in 1965 when
marines landed near Da Nang and
the number of ground troops rose
rapidly. The Tet Offensive saw a shift
to fighting in urban areas, with Hue
and Saigon enduring fierce fighting.
By the end of the war, more than
58,000 Americans and 1.5 million
Vietnamese soldiers and civilians had
died.

Day 2 Visit the fascinating Ho Chi
Minh Trail and thought-provoking
displays at the War Remnants
Museum
Day 3 Explore the Ho Chi Minh
Complex before visiting the Vietnam
Military History and Hoa Lo Prison
museums
Day 4 Fly Hanoi - Dien Bien Phu
Day 5 Discover the Dien Bien Phu
battlefield, including the Muong
Phang tunnels, Pu Ca Hill and French
trenches
Day 6 Visit the French war memorial
and Dien Bien Phu Victory Museum
before flying to Hanoi
Day 7 Enjoy a relaxing overnight
cruise around UNESCO Ha Long Bay
on a traditionally styled luxury junk

Day 8 Cruise through the islands
to visit a floating village before
disembarking to catch our flight to
imperial Hue
Day 9 Tour the former DMZ, where
some of the fiercest fighting and most
significant battles took place
Day 10 Explore the vicious battle for
Hue, the Red Beach 2 landings and
China Beach. Fly to Saigon
Day 11 Spend the whole day
investigating the incredible Viet Cong
Cu Chi tunnel complex
Day 12 Discover the Mekong Delta
by boat, and visit vital My Tho and
the pivotal Ap Bac
Days 13 & 14 Tour Saigon,
including the Reunification Palace, the
US Embassy and the War Remnants
Museum. Return overnight flight to
London

DEPARTURES

6 - 19 January 2019		

8 - 21 January 2020

with Dr Greg Daddis

with Pierre Asselin

A retired US Army colonel, Greg
Daddis specializes in the history of
the Vietnam Wars and the Cold War
era as Associate Professor of History
at Chapman University.

Pierre Asselin is the Dwight E.
Stanford Chair in the History of US
Foreign Relations at San Diego State
University and the celebrated author
of several books on the Vietnam war.

This tour has sold out.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

The Birth of Modern Israel:

12 - 22 November 2020

A Military History Tour of The Holy Land

Price £4,595

HIGHLIGHTS
Discover the modern wars fought
by Israel from 1948 to 2006
while experiencing a wonderful
combination of Israeli geography,
history and architecture: the verdant
Jordan Valley; ancient Jerusalem;
the remains of Crusader strongholds
Belvoir and Montfort; the haunting
Roman ruins at Beit Shean; the
remnants of Masada; and the rocky
Golan Heights. Throughout we
maintain a balanced perspective on
the Holy Land’s troubled past and
present, culture and religion being
constant accompanying themes.

HISTORY
The Holy Land has seen the collision
of many of the world’s great
empires and main-stream religions;
from Assyrians and Israelites to
land grabbing Crusader knights
and the horrors of WW1. Israel’s
modern military history starts with its
Declaration of Independence from
which time it would fight existential
battles as it developed: a War of
Independence, Suez, the Six Day
War, the Yom Kippur War and, more
recently, facing Hamas and Hezbollah
in asymmetrical warfare.

Day 1 Fly London - Tel Aviv and
transfer to Jerusalem
Day 2 Visit the Black Arrow
Memorial commemorating the 1948
war and the WW1 battlefield at
Beersheba
Day 3 Discover the Latrun Salient,
the Israeli assaults of 1948, the
Ayalon Valley and the spectacular
war museum
Day 4 Ammunition Hill and tour of
Jerusalem, including the ramparts, the
Western Wall, Austrian Hospice and
the Holy Sepulchre Church
Day 5 Investigate the siege at
Masada, see the Tel as Sultan ruins
and summit the Mount of Temptation

Day 6 Discuss the 1968 operation
at Karameh and visit the Belvoir
Crusader castle and Roman Beit-Shan
Day 7 Explore the Golan Heights
and climb Mount Bentall and Mount
Hermon
Day 8 Examine the Lebanese border
conflicts at Kiryat Shimona and Shtula
Day 9 Visit the Horns of Hattin
battlefield and the Montfort and Acre
crusader castles
Day 10 Visit Mount Tabor, biblical
and WW1 Megiddo battlefield,
Richard the Lionheart’s victory at
Apollonia and Roman Caesarea
Day 11 Visit the Etzel, Palmach
and Israel Defence Forces History
Museums. Fly Tel Aviv - London

with Colonel Anthony Malkin
Historian and author Colonel Anthony Malkin has guided
several tours throughout Israel based on his intimate knowledge of the battlefields, gained whilst living in both Israel
and Palestine. A retired Colonel, he combines his extensive operational experience with his historical research,
bringing to life the battles of the past.
For full details on this tour, visit our website www.theculturalexperience.com
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The Korean War:

16 - 28 April 2021

The First Conflict of the Nuclear Age

Price £5,975

HIGHLIGHTS
Whilst our focus is on the Korean
War, we travel through some idyllic
landscapes: pine-clad mountains;
emerald-green rice-paddies; stunning
coastlines. Experience the KTX ‘bullet’
train, cross vast waterways and
explore the heart of pulsating Seoul.
Visit magnificent medieval palaces,
see classical ‘hanok’ homes, savour
local cuisine and immerse yourself in
Korean culture. Get close to North
Korea in the DMZ, explore North
Korean Infiltration tunnels and learn
about the latest negotiations between
the two countries.

HISTORY
On 25th June 1950, Soviet-backed
North Korea invaded the South.
US reinforcements allowed for the
Inchon Landings and breakout from
Pusan and by October US forces
occupied Pyongyang. In November
North Korea led a surprise Chinesebacked counter-offensive and by the
end of 1950 both sides were back
at the 38th Parallel. Early 1951
saw a second invasion of the South
repulsed. After 2 more years of smallscale battles, an armistice was signed
on 27th July 1953.

Days 1 & 2 Overnight flight London
- Seoul. Explore the traditional village
of Bukchon Hanok and the Seoul
Skygarden

Day 8 Discover the 1950 Inchon
Landings from Sondo Island, Freedom
Park and the Inchon Landings
Memorial Museum

Day 3 Explore the first engagement
of the war before examining the Battle
of Taejon and the Gongju Museum

Day 9 Examine the French/American
and British battles at Chipyong and
Kapyong. End the day at a verdant
spring garden

Day 4 Visit the Dabudong War
Memorial Museum and the Deagu
defence lines. Enjoy the views from
Chunghontop Tower
Day 5 Spend the day discovering the
Korean War History Park then enjoy
the views from the Sinseondae coastal
road
Day 6 Explore the 1950 defence
of Pusan, visit the UN Memorial
Cemetery and enjoy the panorama
from Dongback Island
Day 7 A morning tour of Seoul,
including the Gyeongbokgung
Palace, followed by the Korean War
Memorial Museum

Day 10 Explore the heroic defence
actions along the Imjin River
and attend the 70th anniversary
commemoration
Day 11 Visit the Chulwon Peace
Observatory and see the abandoned
Woljeong-ri station and Korean
Workers’ Party HQ
Day 12 Visit the Joint Security Area
at the DMZ, poignant memorials, the
3rd Infiltration Tunnel and the Dora
Observatory
Day 13 Fly Seoul - London

with Lieutenant-General Jonathon Riley
Lieutenant-General Jonathon Riley is a decorated soldier
and Visiting Professor in War Studies at King’s College
London. He has given many talks on subjects ranging
from history to security, and has published several books,
including a biography of General Sir Anthony FarrarHockley, the 1 Gloucester’s adjutant at the Imjin.
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To speak to an expert, call 0345 475 1815 (UK) or 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

What You Said
“I was very impressed with The Cultural Experience
organisation and tour package. Living in Canada,
I was very impressed with how promptly my
questions were answered by email. The tour was very
well planned and afforded me the opportunity to
experience archaeology that I never thought I would”
“A fascinating area with layers of history. The guide
was friendly, knowledgeable and excellent all-round”
“We have taken part in many tours with other
companies, but this surpassed all of them…Ian Knight
has a real passion for Zululand and the people, he
was very informative, but always approachable and
fun to be with…This holiday has been an amazing
experience, offering not only history, but culture as
well. Ten out of ten!”
“Splendid. A fascinating area with layers of history.
The guide was friendly, knowledgeable and excellent
all-round. The local guide was friendly, helpful and I
enjoyed talking to him. Had a great time”
“Outstanding guide & tour manager made this tour a
phenomenal experience for both of us”
“‘It was a brilliant tour, well paced and varied, but
above all it was the knowledge & enthusiasm of the
guide which made the tour five star for me”
“I enjoyed everything: the battlefields, the fortresses,
the countryside, the ‘trek’ in the Himalayas. It was
brilliant”
“One of the best tours I’ve been on, due to the great
enthusiasm of the guide, an outstanding historian”
“Absolutely top-notch. Informative, detailed,
interesting -- just perfection.”
“The trip was exceptional: knowledgeable and
personable guides, efficient and friendly office staff, a
well-paced and interesting itinerary”

0345 475 1815 (UK) • www.theculturalexperience.com • 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)
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Important Information
BOOKING PROCEDURE
Telephone us on 0345 475 1815 or (from
outside the United Kingdom) +44 1722
340699 or 1-877-381-1914 (from the USA,
toll-free) to discuss any tour, enquire about
availability or reserve and pay for your holiday.
Please ensure that you have your passport to
hand and that you have familiarised yourself
with our booking conditions printed below.
Or print out a booking form from our website,
select your preferred form of payment for your
non-refundable deposit and send it to us.
If you are booking your tour less than 10 weeks
prior to departure then the full payment must be
made with your booking.
We will acknowledge your booking within 10
days of its receipt by way of a confirmation
invoice, and if applicable, an ATOL certificate.
BOOKING CONDITIONS
Please read these booking conditions carefully,
as along with our Privacy Policy, they form the
basis of the contract between you and Midas
Tours Limited trading as The Cultural Experience
(TCE). An expanded version of these booking
conditions is available on our website www.
theculturalexperience.com
BOOKING & PAYMENT
All bookings must be secured by payment of the
requisite non-refundable deposit or the full price
of the tour if booking less than 10 weeks prior
to departure.
Payment can be made by credit card (excluding
AMEX) debit card, cheque, (payable to ‘The
Cultural Experience’), international money order
in Sterling (GBP), or bank transfer (in Sterling
GBP only) net of all bank charges. For bank
transfers originating from bank accounts outside
the United Kingdom an additional fee of £10
is payable. There is a 2% processing charge
for all payments made by consumer debit and
credit cards outside the United Kingdom. All
commercial / business payment cards will incur
a 2.5% processing fee.
Upon receipt of your payment, we will
issue a booking confirmation invoice and, if
applicable, an ATOL certificate. At this point,
a binding contract will exist between you and
TCE. Please let us know within 10 days of its
issue if any of these documents contain any
errors, paying particular attention to ensure
correct spelling of passenger name.
The balance of the price is payable not less
than 70 days prior to the departure date. If the
balance has not been paid by 56 days prior to
departure, we may cancel the booking and levy
the cancellation charges set out below.
FINANCIAL PROTECTION
The Association of Bonded Travel Organisers
Trust Limited (ABTOT) provides financial
protection under ABTOT Combined and The
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Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements
Regulations 2018 for The Cultural Experience,
ABTOT number 5390, ATOL number 10153,
and in the event of their insolvency, protection is
provided for the following:
1. non-flight packages;
2. flight inclusive packages that commence
outside of the EU, which are sold to customers
outside of the EU; and.
3. flight inclusive packages, flight only and
linked travel arrangements (LTAs ) sold as a
principal under ABTOT Combined.
ABTOT Combined cover provides for a refund
in the event you have not yet travelled or
repatriation if you are abroad. Please note
that bookings made outside the EU are only
protected by ABTOT when purchased directly
with The Cultural Experience.
In the unlikely event that you require assistance
whilst abroad due to our financial failure,
please call their 24/7 helpline on 01702
811397 and advise you are a customer of an
ABTOT protected travel company.
You can access The Package Travel and
Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations
2018 here: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/
uksi/2018/634/contents/made
When you buy an ATOL protected flight or flight
inclusive holiday from us, you will receive an
ATOL Certificate. This lists what is financially
protected, where you can get information on
what this means for you and who to contact if
things go wrong.
The price of our ATOL-protected flight inclusive
Packages includes the amount of £2.50
per person as part of the ATOL Protection
Contribution (APC) we pay to the CAA. This
charge is included in our advertised prices.
We, or the suppliers identified on your ATOL
Certificate or holiday itinerary, will provide you
with the services listed on the ATOL Certificate
or itinerary (or a suitable alternative). In some
cases, where neither we nor the supplier are
able to do so for reasons of insolvency, an
alternative ATOL holder or supplier may provide
you with the services you have bought or a
suitable alternative (at no extra cost to you).
You agree to accept that in those circumstances
the alternative ATOL holder or supplier will
perform those obligations and you agree to
pay any money outstanding to be paid by you
under your contract to that alternative ATOL
holder or supplier. However, you also agree
that in some cases it will not be possible to
appoint an alternative ATOL holder or supplier,
in which case you will be entitled to make a
claim under the ABTOT Combined scheme.
If we, or the suppliers identified on your ATOL
certificate or holiday itinerary, are unable
to provide the services listed (or a suitable
alternative, through an alternative ATOL holder,
alternative supplier or otherwise) for reasons

of insolvency, ABTOT Limited may make a
payment to (or confer a benefit on) you under
the ABTOT Combined scheme. You agree that
in return for such a payment or benefit you
assign absolutely to ABTOT Limited any claims
which you have or may have arising out of or
relating to the non-provision of the services,
including any claim against us, the travel agent
(or your credit card issuer where applicable).
You also agree that any such claims may be reassigned to another body, if that other body has
paid sums you have claimed under the ABTOT
Combined scheme.
For further information visit the ATOL website
at www.atol.org.uk or the ABTOT website at
www.ABTOT.com
FITNESS TO TRAVEL
All tours involve a fair amount of walking often
over uneven cobbled streets, hillsides or steps.
Participants on all tours should be able to walk
or stand for at least sixty minutes without aid or
requiring a rest. Use our Activity Level Guide to
measure your ability to join a tour. If you have
any concerns in this regard, please contact us
for advice. We will refuse to carry anyone who
has failed to notify us of any disability requiring
assistance during the period from booking the
tour to its departure. Subsequent to the tour’s
departure anyone who in TCE’s opinion cannot
meet the criteria contained in our activity level
guide may have their holiday terminated and
we will impose any applicable cancellation
charges. We may ask for a confirmation letter
from your GP certifying that you meet the
activity level criteria prior to accepting you on
a tour. You must be able to carry your own
luggage as porterage is not provided.
TRAVEL INSURANCE
To participate in any of our tours you must
ensure that you have adequate holiday
insurance to cover cancellation and curtailment
up to the cost of the holiday for each
participant, medical expenses, emergency
repatriation, loss of luggage, travel delay plus
loss of personal items and cash. We strongly
recommend that you and all members of your
party be adequately insured at time of booking.
You must let us have details of your insurance
policy at least four weeks prior to departure.
PASSPORTS & VISAS
For many countries, the passport needs to be
valid for at least six months beyond your date
of return. The cost of visas is not included in
the price of weach tour. Approximately eight
weeks prior to your departure we will mail
you the requisite supporting documentation for
your visa application together with the relevant
embassy contact details and the name of a visa
handling company. Some countries allow you
to purchase your visa on entry. Of the countries
we plan to visit in this programme presently
Turkey, Russia, Uzbekistan, Nepal, Jordan,
Burma, Kaliningrad, China, and India require
visas to be obtained in advance. The USA

0345 475 1815 (UK) • www.theculturalexperience.com • 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)

requires advance ESTA authorisation.
Whilst we will provide up to date information
and supporting documentation as required,
general information concerning passport, visa
and health requirements will vary between
nationalities and are subject to change. You are
responsible for checking current requirements
before departure, the application process
ensuring you comply with all requirements, and
taking all relevant documents on your holiday.
TCE will not be liable for any failure by the
Client to discharge these responsibilities and
the Client will have to reimburse TCE for any
costs they incur as a result of such failure on the
part of the Client. Full cancellation terms will
apply if you fail to secure a visa.
IF YOU CHANGE OR CANCEL
If you or any other member of your party has to
cancel your confirmed booking, the following
charges apply dependent upon the period of
notice that you give:
Cancellation period
before departure

Charge as a proportion of total invoiced
cost

71 days or more

Deposit only

70 to 49 days

50%

48 to 29 days

60%

28 to 22 days

70%

21 to 15 days

85%

14 to 8 days

95%

7 to 0 days

100%

Your cancellation takes effect from the date we
receive your written confirmation. The balance
of the cost of your arrangements is due no
less than 70 days prior to departure. If we do
not receive this balance in full and on time,
we reserve the right to treat your booking as
cancelled by you in which case the cancellation
charges above will become payable. If you
are forced to return home early, or choose to
do so where you have no reasonable cause for
complaint, we cannot refund the cost of any
services you have not used or be liable for any
associated costs you may incur.
If you wish to change any part of your booking
arrangements after our confirmation invoice
has been issued, we will do our best to assist,
but cannot make any guarantees. Where we
can meet a request, all changes will be subject
to an administration fee of £50 per person,
per change, as well as any applicable rate
changes or extra costs incurred as well as
any costs incurred by ourselves and any costs

or charges incurred or imposed by any of
our suppliers. Where we are unable to assist
you and you do not wish to proceed with
the original booking, we will treat this as a
cancellation by you.
If you are prevented from travelling it may be
possible to transfer your booking to another
suitable person provided that written notice is
given and subject to an administration fee.
IF WE CHANGE OR CANCEL THE TOUR
It is unlikely that we will have to make any
changes to your travel arrangements, but we do
plan arrangements many months in advance.
Occasionally, we may have to make changes
and we reserve the right to do so at any time.
Most of these changes will be minor and we
will advise you of them at the earliest possible
date. All itineraries are correct at time of print
(August 2018). Occasionally, we may have
to amend the prices of unsold tours or correct
errors in the prices of confirmed tours. Prices for
future tours included in previous brochures may
also be subject to price increases.
Up to 14 days before departure, TCE reserves
the right to cancel a tour if it receives low
bookings. Low booking is where an insufficient
number of people have booked a tour to make
its operation possible in the advertised form.
We will make every effort to modify tours to
allow them to continue with low bookings.
From the time Clients have agreed such
modifications, a 100% cancellation charge will
apply.
If we have to make a major change or cancel
a tour, we will tell you as soon as possible and
if there is time to do so before departure, we
will offer you the choice of: i) accepting the
changed arrangements, ii) having a refund of
all monies paid; or iii) accepting an offer of
alternative travel arrangements of comparable
standard from us, if available (we will refund
any price difference if the alternative is of a
lower value). As we quote prices both with and
without flights or Eurostar, if you choose to book
your own travel you are advised to check that
the tour will run prior to doing so.
FORCE MAJEURE
Except where expressly stated elsewhere in
these booking conditions we cannot accept
liability where the performance of our
obligations under our contract with you is
prevented or affected or you otherwise suffer
any damage, loss or expense as a result of
force majeure. Force Majeure means unusual
and unforeseeable circumstances beyond TCE’s
control, the consequences of which neither
TCE nor their suppliers could avoid, including
but not limited to war, riot, civil strife, terrorist
activity, industrial dispute, natural or nuclear
disaster, fire, flood, adverse weather conditions
or the threat of any of these.

SPECIAL REQUESTS
Special requests should be indicated on the
booking forms or requested in writing. We
will try to arrange for special requests to be
met, but we cannot guarantee that they will be
fulfilled.
COMPLAINTS
We make every effort to ensure that your tour
arrangements run smoothly and that you are
satisfied with every aspect of your holiday.
If you do have a problem during your tour,
please inform your Tour Manager immediately,
who will endeavour to put things right. If
your complaint is not resolved locally, please
contact our office on +44 1722 340699. If
the problem still cannot be resolved and you
wish to complain further, you must send formal
written notice of your complaint to us within 28
days of the end of your stay. Ensuring that your
written complaint gives all relevant information
and is concise and to the point will assist us to
quickly identify your concerns and speed up
our response to you. If, despite our best efforts
and having followed the above procedure for
reporting and resolving your complaint, you
feel that it has not been satisfactorily settled,
we recommend that it is referred for arbitration
under the ABTOT Travel Industry Arbitration
Service. An Independent Arbitrator will review
the documents relating to any complaint and
deliver a binding decision to bring the matter
to a close. Details of this scheme are available
from The Travel Industry Arbitration Service,
administered by Dispute Settlement Services
Limited, 9 Savill Road, Lindfield, Haywards
Heath, West Sussex, RH16 2NY. This scheme
cannot however decide in cases where the
sums claimed exceed £5,000 per person or
£10,000 per booking form, or for claims which
are solely or mainly in respect of physical injury
or illness or the consequence thereof.
PHOTOGRAPHS
For details regarding photographs
please view our privacy policy at: www.
theculturalexperience.com/privacy-policy.php
JURISDICTION
Your booking is with Midas Tours Limited
trading as ‘The Cultural Experience’ (TCE). In
these conditions “TCE” shall mean Midas Tours
Limited (trading as The Cultural Experience and
registered in England and Wales, company
number 05819354), The Cultural Experience
at 8 Barnack Business Park, Blakey Road,
Salisbury, United Kingdom. (Tel 0345 475
1815 or +44 1722 340699 or 1-877-3811914). The “Client” shall mean the signatory on
the booking form and everyone named in the
booking or added subsequently. The singular
shall include the plural and vice versa.
This contract and any matters arising from it
are governed by the law of England and Wales
and are subject to the jurisdiction of the courts
of England and Wales.

0345 475 1815 (UK) • www.theculturalexperience.com • 1-877-381-2914 (toll-free USA)
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The Cultural Experience
8 Barnack Business Park
Blakey Road
Salisbury
SP1 2LP
United Kingdom
UK: 0345 475 1815
International: +44 1722 340699
USA (Toll-free): 1-877-381-2914
info@theculturalexperience.com
www.theculturalexperience.com
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